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President Barack Obama meets with his nationai security staff to discuss the situation in Syria, in the Situation Room of the White House, in Washington. Obama 
announced that he wiii pause his march to battie by asking iawmakers to give him authorization before he iaunches a iimited miiitary strike against Syria. 

(Pete Souza/The New York Times) 


Citing sarin use, US seeks Congress’ OK for action 


BRADLEY KLAPPER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Obama administration 
geared up tor the biggest 
toreign policy vote since 
the Iraq war by arguing 
Sunday that new evidence 
shows the Syrian govern¬ 
ment used sarin gas in a 
deadly August attack. With 
its credibility on the line, the 
United States must respond, 
the country's top diplomat 
said. 

Members of Congress, 


deadlocked on just about 
everything these days and 
still on summer break, ex¬ 
pressed sharply divergent 
opinions about whether 
to give President Barack 
Obama the go-ahead he 
requested to retaliate with 
military force against the 
Assad regime, and what 
turning down the com¬ 
mander in chief could 
mean for America's repu¬ 
tation. 

Secretary of State John 
Kerry presented Obama's 


case for military action in a 
series of interviews on Sun¬ 
day TV news shows, outlin¬ 
ing the latest information 
the administration has re¬ 
ceived about the Aug. 21 
attack in the Damascus 
suburbs that the U.S. says 
killed 1,429 civilians, includ¬ 
ing more than 400 children. 
He said samples collect¬ 
ed by first responders in 
Damascus added to the 
growing body of proof 
that Syria's government 
had launched a chemical 


weapons attack. 

“Samples of hair and blood 
have been tested and they 
have reported positive for 
signatures of sarin,” Kerry 
said. “Each day that goes 
by, this case is even stron¬ 
ger. We know that the re¬ 
gime ordered this attack. 
We know they prepared 
for it. We know where the 
rockets came from. We 
know where they landed. 
We know the damage that 
was done afterwards." 
Sarin, which affects the ner¬ 


vous system and is toxic in 
liquid or gas form, can be 
delivered in missiles, bombs, 
rockets or artillery shells. The 
gas is outlawed under in¬ 
ternational rules of warfare. 
The reference to hair and 
blood samples were the 
first pieces of specific physi¬ 
ological evidence cited by 
any member of the admin¬ 
istration, which previously 
spoke only about an un¬ 
named nerve agent. 

Continued on Page 3 
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Arab League: 

Saudis push for strike on Syria 


DAVID D. KIRKPATRICK 
© 2013 New York Times 
CAIRO - Saudi Arabia and 
the ather oil-rich Persian 
Gulf monarchies on Sun¬ 
day stepped up their ef¬ 
forts to drum up support for 
Western airstrikes against 
Syria. 

With the Arab League 
meeting Sunday evening 
for a second time to dis¬ 
cuss responses to the Syrian 
chemical weapons attack, 
Saudi Arabia’s foreign min¬ 
ister, Prince Soud al-Faisal, 
broke the kingdom's pub¬ 
lic silence on the subject at 
a press conference in Cai¬ 
ro on Sunday afternoon, 
urging other Arab nations 
to back the Syrian rebel 
calls for military action 
against the government of 
President Bashar Assad af¬ 


ter a suspected chemical 
weapons attack that killed 
hundreds. 

Saudi Arabia, its Gulf al¬ 
lies and Jordan have all 
pushed hard behind the 
scenes for Washington to 
lead strikes against Assad, 
whom they consider the 
most important regional 
ally of their greatest en¬ 
emy, Iran. That pressure 
continued Sunday, but un¬ 
til now they have refrained 
from publicly endorsing 
Western military action, 
presumably because the 
idea of Western interven¬ 
tion is overwhelmingly un¬ 
popular across the Arab 
world. 

Several analysts said Sun¬ 
day that President Barack 
Obama hod badly dam¬ 
aged American credibility 


in the Arab world by ap¬ 
pearing to bock down 
from airstrikes just hours 
before many Arab govern¬ 
ment expected them to 
begin.At an Arab League 
meeting last week, Saudi 
Arabia and its allies signed 
on to a more noncom¬ 
mittal statement holding 
Assad responsible for the 
use of chemical weapons 
but stopping short of en¬ 
dorsing any specific action 
in response. The Saudi for¬ 
eign minister's statement 
Sunday, however, indicat¬ 
ed that the Persian Gulf 
countries were determined 
to push for stronger pub¬ 
lic support from the Arab 
world, even at the cost of 
angering their citizens and 
overcoming resistance 
from others in the region.Q 



Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Saud Ai Faisal looks on os he attends the Arab countries toreign 
ministers summit at Arab League headquarters in Cairo, Egypt, Sunday, Sept. 1,2013. The 22-state 
Arab League held on emergency session on Syria, where the Saudi Arabian foreign minister, 
Soud al-Foisal, prodded member states to back measures against the Syrian regime. 

(AP Photo/Khalil Homro) 


Pope calls for day of fasting for Syria peace 


Associated Press 
VATICAN CITY (AP) — Pope 
Francis on Sunday con¬ 
demned the use of chemi¬ 
cal weapons, but he called 
fora negotiated settlement 
of the civil war in Syria, and 
announced he would lead 
a worldwide day of fasting 
and prayer for peace there 
on Sept. 7. Francis aban¬ 
doned the traditional reli¬ 
gious theme of the weekly 
papal appearance to 


crowds in St. Peter's Square 
and instead spoke entirely, 
and with anguish, about 
Syria. 

“My heart is deeply wound¬ 
ed by what is happening in 
Syria and anguished by the 
dramatic developments" 
on the horizon, 

Francis said, in an appar¬ 
ent reference to the U.S. 
and France considering a 
military strike to punish the 
Syrian regime for a chemi¬ 


cal weapons attack. Fran¬ 
cis reiterated previous ap¬ 
peals for all sides in the civil 
war to put down their arms 
and “listen to the voice of 
their conscience and with 
courage take up the way 
of negotiations.” 

With tens of thousands of 
people in the square ap¬ 
plauding his words, 

Francis delivered his stron¬ 
gest remarks yet to express 
his horror at the use □ 



AROUND THE WORLD 

Dubai building cleared after 
false bomb threat 

DUBAI, UAE (AP) — Dubai authorities say they have 
evacuated a government building after an Uzbek 
woman claiming to have explosives demanded to see 
officials to discuss a paternity dispute. A statement from 
Dubai's Media Office says negotiators are in contact 
with the woman in the ongoing standoff in the build¬ 
ing’s lobby. It is unclear whether the woman accom¬ 
panied by a child actually has an explosive device. 
All personnel were ordered to leave the headquarters 
of the public prosecutors' office. The statement issued 
Sunday described the woman's complaint as linked to 
her efforts to prove a man was the father of her child. □ 

Suspected US drone kills 3 
militants in Pakistan 

PESHAWAR, Pakistan (AP) — A pair of missiles launched 
by a suspected U.S. drone killed at least three foreign 
militants in an abandoned seminary near Pakistan’s 
border with Afghanistan this weekend, intelligence 
officials said. Two militants were also wounded in the 
strike in Mussaki village in North Waziristan, the officials 
said, adding that militants from Turkmenistan or China 
were among those at the seminary but the nationality 
of those killed was not immediately known. The officials 
spoke on condition of anonymity because they were 
not authorized to brief reporters. In a statement, Paki¬ 
stan’s foreign ministry condemned the strikes, calling 
them “unilateral." □ 

Liquid ammonia leak kills 15 
people in Shanghai 

BEIJING (AP) — At least 15 people were killed this week¬ 
end after liquid ammonia leaked from a refrigeration 
unit at a cold storage plant in China’s financial hub of 
Shanghai, the local government said. Twenty-five peo¬ 
ple were injured in the accident, which happened at a 
plant in the Baoshan district of the east coast city, the 
Shanghai government Information Office said. Five of 
the injured were in serious condition. The cause of the 
leak was not immediately known and investigations led 
by the city's work safety bureau were underway, it said. 
The Information Office said an environmental monitor¬ 
ing station in the district did not detect any negative 
impact from the leak. □ 

Indian spiritual leader arrested 
on rape charges 

JAIPUR, India (AP) — A controversial spiritual guru 
was arrested early Sunday on a rape charge filed by 
a teenage girl in the Indian state of Rajasthan, police 
said. Asaram Bapu was arrested at a spiritual retreat 
and flown to the city of Jodhpur, where police say he is 
wanted for allegedly raping the girl, said police. The girl 
filed a complaint two weeks ago accusing the Hindu 
religious preacher of raping her when she visited his re¬ 
treat in Jodhpur with her mother. Bapu outraged many 
Indians earlier this year when he said the victim of a 
gang rape on a New Delhi bus would have been let 
off if she had addressed her attackers as brothers and 
pleaded with them to spare her. □ 
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Citing sarin use, US seeks Congress’ OK for action 


Continued from front 

Kerry's assertion coincided 
with the beginning ot a 
forceful administration ap¬ 
peal for congressional sup¬ 
port, now that Obomo has 
declared he will await ap¬ 
proval from the House of 
Representatives and Sen¬ 
ate before ordering any 
cruise missile strikes or other 
action. 

On Capitol Hill, senior ad¬ 
ministration officials briefed 
lawmakers in private to ex¬ 
plain why the U.S. is com¬ 
pelled to act against Presi¬ 
dent Bashar Assad's gov¬ 
ernment. Further classified 
meetings were planned 
over the next three days. 
Republican Sen. John Mc¬ 
Cain, a leading Senate 
hawk and the candidate 
Obama defeated for the 
presidency in 2008, said 
he would discuss Syria with 
the president at the White 
House on Monday. 

Obama must convince 
skeptical Americans and 
their representatives in 
Congress of the need for 
more U.S. military action 
in the Muslim world otter a 
decade of war in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

He also is trying to assem¬ 
ble an international coali¬ 
tion, but finding it hard to 
land partners. 

They fear becoming in¬ 
volved in a conflict that 
has claimed more than 
100,000 lives in the past 2'/2 
years and dragged in ter¬ 
rorist groups on both sides 
of the battlefield. 

Only France is firmly on 
board among the major 
military powers. Britain's 
Parliament rejected the 
use of force in a vote last 
week. 

The United Nations on Sun¬ 
day asked the head of its 
chemical weapons inspec¬ 
tion team to expedite the 
analysis of tests from sam¬ 
ples it collected last week 
from the site of the attacks 
in the Damascus suburbs. 
Assad's government, 
which has denied allega¬ 
tions of chemical weapons 
use, reveled in Obama's 
decision to defer any im¬ 
mediate action. Deputy 
Foreign Minister Faysal 
Mikdad claimed that the 
move reflected the lack of 
evidence of government 


culpability. 

With U.S. Navy ships on 
standby in the eastern 
Mediterranean Sea ready 
to launch missiles. Con¬ 
gress began a series of 
meetings that will take 


place over the next sev¬ 
eral days in preparation 
for a vote once lawmakers 
return from summer break, 
which is scheduled to end 
Sept. 9.Dozens of members 
attended the two-hour 
classified briefing Sunday in 
the Capitol, though many 
emerged saying they 
needed to see more de¬ 
tails of Obama's plan and 
more facts about the al¬ 
leged chemical weapons 
attack. Many feared giv¬ 
ing Obama overly broad 
authority for military action. 


NEW YORK (AP) — Voda¬ 
fone says it is in advanced 
talks to sell its 45 percent 
stake of Verizon Wireless 
bock to the U.S. cellphone 
service provider for $130 
billion in cash and stock, 
a deal which would be 
the second-largest acqui¬ 
sition deal on record if it 
goes through. If an agree¬ 
ment is reached, Verizon 
would own its wireless busi¬ 
ness outright after buying 
the stake back from British 
cellphone company Vo¬ 
dafone PLC.Vodafone said 
in a statement on Sunday 


On selling the strategy to 
Congress, Rep. Bennie G. 
Thompson, the senior Dem¬ 
ocrat on the House Home¬ 
land Security Committee, 
said, “They have a ways to 
go." 


“They also have work to 
do with respect to shoring 
up the facts of what hap¬ 
pened,” Thompson said. 
The Senate Foreign Rela¬ 
tions Committee plans a 
meeting Tuesday, accord¬ 
ing to its chairman. Sen. 
Bob Menendez. 

The Senate Armed Service 
Committee will gather a 
day later, said Sen. Jim In- 
hofe, the top Republican 
on the panel. 

Kerry confidently predict¬ 
ed that lawmakers would 
back limited military strikes. 


there is no certainty that a 
final deal will be reached. 
Verizon Communications 
Inc. declined to comment. 
The buyout, if finalized, 
would be second only to 
Vodafone's $172 billion ac¬ 
quisition of Monnesmann 
AG in 2000, according to 
research firm Dealogic. 

It would give Vodafone 
PLC additional cash to 
pursue its expansion am¬ 
bitions in Europe. It would 
also give Verizon Commu¬ 
nications the opportunity 
to boost its quarterly earn¬ 
ings, as it would no longer 


“The stakes are just really 
too high here," he said. 
Kerry was asked repeat¬ 
edly in the broadcast inter¬ 
views what Obama would 
do if Congress didn't give 
its consent. He said he be¬ 


lieved lawmakers would 
recognize the grave impli¬ 
cations for letting a chemi¬ 
cal weapons attack go 
unchecked and what that 
might mean for U.S. efforts 
to force North Korea to get 
rid of its nuclear weapons 
and prevent Iron from ac¬ 
quiring such capability. 
“We are not going to lose 
this vote," Kerry said. “The 
credibility of the United 
States is on the line." 
Obama is likely to find 
stronger support in the 
Democrat-controlled Sen¬ 


have to share a portion of 
proceeds from the nation's 
No. 1 wireless carrier with 
Vodafone. 

The potential deal isn't ex¬ 
pected to have much of 
an effect on Verizon con¬ 
sumers or on the compa¬ 
ny's operations. Vodafone 
had little influence on Ve¬ 
rizon Wireless' day-to-day 
operations, and the two 
companies have kept out 
of each other's territory. 

The Verizon-Vodafone 
partnership started in 2000, 
when what was then Bell 
Atlantic combined its East 


ate than the Republican- 
dominated House, yet 
faces complicated battles 
in each. Some anti-war 
Democrats and many tea 
party-backed conserva¬ 
tive Republicans are op¬ 
posed to any intervention 
at all, while hawks in both 
parties, such as McCain, 
feel the president must do 
far more to help Syria's reb¬ 
els oust Assad from power. 
“It can't just be, in my view, 
pinprick cruise missiles," 
McCain told CBS' “Face 
the Nation." 

In an interview with an Is¬ 
raeli television network, 
McCain said Obama has 
“encouraged our ene¬ 
mies” by effectively punt¬ 
ing his decision to Con¬ 
gress. 

He and fellow Republican 
Sen. Lindsey Graham have 
threatened to vote against 
Obama's authorization if it 
is too limited. 

On the other end of the 
spectrum, an unusual co¬ 
alition of foreign policy 
isolationists, fiscal conser¬ 
vatives and anti-interven¬ 
tionists in both parties op¬ 
poses even limited inter¬ 
vention for fear that might 
draw the United States into 
another costly and even 
bloody confrontation. 

The White House's request 
to Congress sent late Sat¬ 
urday speaks only of force 
to “deter, disrupt, prevent 
and degrade” the Assad 
regime's ability to use 
chemical weapons. 

“I think it's a mistake to get 
involved in the Syrian civil 
war," said Republican Sen. 
Rand Paul.Q 


Coast wireless network with 
Vodafone's operations on 
the West Coast. Vodafone 
had entered the U.S. mar¬ 
ket a year earlier by out¬ 
bidding Bell Atlantic to buy 
AirTouch Communications 
Inc. of San Francisco. 
Verizon has had a long¬ 
standing interest in buy¬ 
ing out its partner, but the 
two companies haven't 
agreed on a price. Analysts 
said Verizon wanted to pay 
around $100 billion for Vo¬ 
dafone's stake, while Vo¬ 
dafone has been pressing 
for $130 billion.Q 



In this photo provided by CBS News, Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., talks about the U.S. response to 
Syria on CBS's “Face the Nation” in Washington Sunday, Sept. 1, 2013. McCain said he and oth¬ 
ers on Capitol Hill would want to see a plan and a strategy, that will achieve some goals that the 
country needs achieved. 

(AP Photo/CBS News, Chris Usher) 


Vodafone confirms late-stage talks with Verizon 
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California fire 40 percent contained 


YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK, 
California (AP) — The wild¬ 
fire burning in and around 
Yosemite National Park has 
become the fourth-largest 
conflagration in modern 
Colitornia history, fire offi¬ 
cials said Sunday as clouds 
and higher humidity helped 
crews turther contain the 
biggest blaze in the United 


States this year. 

The 2-week-old Rim Fire 
moved up a spot on the 
state's list ot large wildfires 
dating back to 1932 when 
it grew to 348 square miles 
(901 square kilometers) — 
on area larger than the 
cities of San Francisco, 
Oakland and San Jose 
combined — on Saturday, 


Colitornia Department ot 
Forestry and Fire Protection 
spokesman Daniel Berlont 
said. 

Although the fire still is 
growing, it was 40 percent 
contained as of Sunday, 
up from 35 percent a day 
earlier. 

Moister air was expected 
to slow flames from ad¬ 
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A member of the Bureau of Land Management Silver State Hot- 
shot crew from Elko, Nevada, stands by a burn operation on the 
southern flank of the Rim Fire near Yosemite National Park in 
California. The wildfire burning in and around Yosemite Notional 
Pork has become the fourth-largest conflagration in California 
history. 

(AP Photo/U.S. Forest Service, Mike McMillan) 


vancing through brush 
and trees, giving firefight¬ 
ers room to set backfires, 
dig containment lines and 
to strengthen lines around 
threatened communities, 
U.S. Forest Service spokes¬ 
woman Pam Baltimore 
said.Full containment is not 
expected until Sept. 20. 

The blaze started Aug. 17 
in the Stanislaus Notional 
Forest and two-thirds of the 
land burned since then is 
located there os well. In 
Yosemite, 94 square miles 
(243 square kilometers) 


hove burned. The cause re¬ 
mains under investigation, 
Baltimore said. 

“Either way, if it was light¬ 
ning or human-caused, 
they have not released 
any findings and we ore 
not sure if and when that 
will be released,” she said. 
Meanwhile, the dense 
smoke that obscured Yo- 
semite’s majestic views for 
the first time on Saturday 
and prompted air qual¬ 
ity warnings was starting to 
ease, park spokeswoman 
Kori Cobb said. □ 


Funeral held for US boy 
with rare brain infection 


LABELLE, Florida (AP) — 

Nearly 1,000 people gath¬ 
ered for the funeral of a 
Florida boy who was infect¬ 
ed by a rare and deadly 
brain eating amoeba. 

The public visitation and 
service was held Saturday 
for 12-year-old Zachary 
Reyna at the LaBelle Mid¬ 
dle School Gym. The burial 
service was held at the 
nearby cemetery. 

The family announced the 
funeral services on a Face- 
book posting. 


Flundreds of family mem¬ 
bers, friends and even 
strangers attended the ser¬ 
vices. A slide show at the 
service displayed pictures 
of Reyna, some in his base¬ 
ball uniform. 

Reyna became infected 
Aug. 3 while knee board¬ 
ing with friends. Doctors 
told the family the boy hod 
extensive brain damage. 
The family decided earlier 
to donate his organs for 
others who were “waiting 
on a miracle. ”□ 
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‘Special’ citizenship path ties immigration bill knot 


ERICA WERNER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — As 

Congress wrestles with im¬ 
migration legislation, a 
central question is whether 
the 11 million immigrants 
already in the United States 
illegally shauld get a path 
ta citizenship. 

The answer tram a small 
but grawing number at 
House Republicans is “yes,” 
just as long as it's not the 
“special” path advocated 
by Democrats and passed 
by the Senate. 

“There should be a path¬ 
way ta citizenship — net a 
special pathway and net 
no pathway,” Republican 
Rep. Jason Chaffetz told 
ABC 4 Utah after speaking 
at a recent tewn hall meet¬ 
ing in his Utah district. “But 
there has to be a legal, 
lawful way to go through 
this process that works, and 
right now it doesn’t.” 

Many House Republicans 
say peaple wha illegally 
crossed the border or over¬ 
stayed their visas should not 
be rewarded with a spe¬ 
cial, tailor-made salution 
that awards them a prize 
of American citizenship, es¬ 
pecially when millions are 
waiting in line to attempt 
the process through cur¬ 
rent legal channels. 

It’s far from clear, however, 
what a path to citizenship 
that’s nat a special path 
ta citizenship might lack 
like, or how many people it 
might help. 

The phrase means different 
things to different people, 
and a large number of 
House Republicans oppose 
any approach that results 
in citizenship for people 
who are now in the country 
illegally. Same lawmakers 
say such immigrants shauld 
be permitted to attain le¬ 
gal worker status, but stop 
there and never pragress 
ta citizenship. That’s a solu¬ 
tion Democrats reject. 
Nonetheless, advocates 
searching for a way ahead 
on one of President Barack 
Obama’s second-term pri¬ 
orities see in the “no spe¬ 
cial path to citizenship” for¬ 
mulation the potential for 
compromise. 

“I think there’s a lot of 
space there,” said Clar¬ 
issa Martinez, directar at 
civic engagement and im- 



U.S. citizen Edgar Falcon and AAaricruz Valtierra of Mexico lough while El Paso congressman Beto 
O’Rourke and Judge Bill Moody congratulate them otter the couple was married at U.S.-Mexico 
border in El Paso, Texas. Like many other couples mode up of o US citizen and o foreigner. Falcon 
and Valtierra, who has been declared inadmissible after an immigration law violation, hope im¬ 
migration reform will help them live together in the U.S. 

(AP Photo/Juan Carlos Llorca) 


migration at the National 
Council of La Raza, a Lati¬ 
no advocacy group. “And 
that’s why I’m optimistic 
that once they start grap¬ 
pling more with details, 
that’s when things start 
getting more real.” 

Once Congress returns 
from its summer break the 
week of Sept. 9, the focus 
will be on the Republican- 
led House. The Democrat- 
ic-controlled Senate in 
June passed a far-reach¬ 
ing bill with some Republi¬ 
can support that includes 
a big, new investment in 
border security and re¬ 
makes the system for legal 
immigration, in addition to 
creating a 13-year path 
to citizenship for those al¬ 
ready here illegally. 

House Republicans have 
rejected the Senate ap¬ 
proach, promising to pro¬ 
ceed instead with narrowly 
focused bills, starting with 
border security. 

The timing crunch, along 
with the significant policy 
and process disagree¬ 
ments, has left some sup¬ 
porters pessimistic about 
the future of immigration 
legislation. 

They find hope, however, 
in some recent comments 
from House Republicans 
around the country sug¬ 
gesting they could sup¬ 
port a solution that ends 
in citizenship at least for 
some who now lack legal 
status.□ 
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AP Analysis: 

Big health-care, spending fight looms in Washington 


STEVEN R. HURST 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Stand by for one of the 
nastiest and, perhaps most 
economically dangerous 
U.S. political fights in recent 
memory. 


As the languorous Wash¬ 
ington summer draws to o 
close, Congress returns to 
the capital next month with 
stork battle lines drown on 
spending issues that, if left 
unresolved, could shove 
the United States into de¬ 
faulting on its debt for the 
first time or force the gov¬ 


ernment to shut down for 
lock of funding. Conserva¬ 
tive Republicans threaten 
one or both unless Demo¬ 
crats and the White House 
surrender to right wing de¬ 
mands to slosh spending for 
President Barack Obama's 


health core overhaul. 

While there is on internal 
debate in the Republican 
party over how to proceed, 
o growing number of legis¬ 
lators ore concerned by 
what they perceive os over¬ 
spending by the govern¬ 
ment, and they ore deter¬ 
mined to refuse action on 


the debt ceiling or the bud¬ 
get without major spending 
cuts from Democrats. Heat¬ 
ed rhetoric stemming from 
the differences that divide 
the two parties — Repub¬ 
licans’ desire to reduce 
spending on large ben- 


(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 

efit programs and Demo¬ 
crats’ push for increased 
tax revenue — could cool 
os deadlines draw nearer. 
Republicans in particular 
ore deeply divided on how 
for to push on denying o 
debt limit increase or shut¬ 
ting down the government 
over the budget.The fight 


also concerns cuts that al¬ 
ready hove sliced huge 
chunks out of the defense 
spending, o burr under 
the saddle of Republicans, 
and government-funded 
social programs, part of 
the Democrats’ political 
catechism. Congressio¬ 
nal action is needed to lift 
those cuts, which were port 
of o 2011 deal that side¬ 
stepped debt default two 
years ago. 

Those reductions run 
through 2021, but were in¬ 
tended to be so onerous to 
both political parties that 
they would be forced to 
compromise. That never 
happened os the nation’s 
capital fell into the grip of 
o partisan stalemate not 
seen in decades. 

Efforts to bridge the chasm 
during the August legisla¬ 
tive break have proven o 
fool’s errand, with neither 
side any closer to o big 
deal that would reduce 
the nation’s deficit — the 
issue drives oil others when 
it comes to any agreement 
on taxes and spending by 
on increasingly unpopular 
Washington government. 
“The president has been 
trying for months, privately 
and quietly, with Republi¬ 
can leaders in the House 
and Senate to work out 
some sort of reasonable 
compromise. As of this 
dote there is no evidence 
of progress,” said Sen. Dick 
Durbin, o Democrat who 
is assistant majority leader 


and whip. “I’m afraid we’re 
going to go to the brink. I 
hope I’m wrong.” 

The White House says it will 
not negotiate over health 
care reforms, period. 

First, the federal budget 
year ends on Sept. 30, and 
there is no agreement be¬ 
tween members of the Re- 
publican-controlled House 
of Representatives and the 
Democrat-controlled Sen¬ 
ate on o budget for the fis¬ 
cal year that begins Oct. 1. 
Without a deal on a new 
spending plan or at least 
an agreement to tempo¬ 
rarily continue funding at 
current levels, the govern¬ 
ment would be forced to 
shut-down. That happened 
in the mid-1990s when Bill 
Clinton was president, and 
it cost opposition Republi¬ 
cans dearly. 

Then, within a couple of 
weeks, the government will 
reach its limit on borrowing, 
known os the debt limit. 
Unless Congress agrees to 
raise that limit, the govern¬ 
ment would likely default 
on some of its debt, which 
would be o first in the coun¬ 
try’s history. Until Cbomo 
was elected president in 
2008, raising the debt limit 
was a matter of course. But 
Republican threats to block 
the increase in 2010, when 
they had regained control 
of the House, caused one 
of the global rating institu¬ 
tions to lower U.S. govern¬ 
ment creditworthiness for 
the first time. □ 



President Barack Obama gives his State of the Union address during a joint session of Congress 
on Copitoi Hiii in Washington. As the Washington summer draws to o ciose. Congress returns to the 
copitoi next month with stork bottie iines drown on spending issues that if ieft unresoived, couid 
shove the United States into defouiting on its debt for the first time or force the government to shut 
down for iack of funding. 
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Mary Cheney, the younger 
sister of Liz Cheney, o Wyo¬ 
ming Senate candidate, 
sharply criticized her sister’s 
stance on same-sex mar¬ 
riage and urged her own 
Facebook friends to share 
the message. 

Posting on Facebook this 
weekend, Mary Cheney, 
who is gay and married her 
longtime partner last year, 
wrote: “For the record, I 
love my sister, but she is 
dead wrong on the issue of 
marriage.” 

Their father, former Vice 
President Dick Cheney, 
supports same-sex mar¬ 
riage, and the younger 
Cheney echoed some of 
his language on the issue 
when she added, “Free¬ 
dom means freedom for 
everyone.” 

“That means that all fami¬ 
lies - regardless of how they 
look or how they are made 
- all families are entitled to 
the same rights, privileges 
and protections as ev¬ 
ery other,” Mary Cheney 
wrote. 

Earlier Friday, Liz Cheney 
revealed her position on 
same-sex marriage, a top¬ 
ic she has kept relatively 
quiet about since declar¬ 
ing her candidacy in July 
against incumbent Sen. 
Mike Enzi, R-Wyo. 

“I am not pro-gay mar¬ 
riage,” Liz Cheney said in 
a statement responding 
to an apparent push poll 
against her in Wyoming. “I 
believe the issue of mar¬ 
riage must be decided 


Mary Cheney, second from left, daughter of former Vice President Dick Cheney, watches President Barack Obama on a monitor 
in Washington. Mary Cheney, who is gay and married her iongtime partner in 2012, sharply criticized her sister Liz Cheney’s stance 
on same-sex marriage, who is a Wyoming U.S. Senate candidate. (Stephen Crowley/The New York Times) 

by the states, and by the 
people in the states, not 
by judges and not even by 
legislators, but by the peo¬ 
ple themselves.” 

That position - deferring to 
the will of the voters on a 
state-by-state basis - may 
represent something of a 
compromise between to¬ 
tal support or opposition. 

But it did little to placate 
her sister. 

“It’s not something to be 
decided by a show of 
hands,” Mary Cheney 
wrote. 

And to emphasize that she 
was not shying away from 
drawing attention to her 
view, Mary Cheney con¬ 
cluded her Facebook post: 

“Please like and share if 
you agree.” 

In an email, Mary Cheney 
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declined to comment fur- Facebook post speak for er disagreement among 
ther on her sister’s position, itself. The Cheney family Republicans on same-sex 
saying she would let her dispute mirrors the broad- marriage. □ 
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Morsi to be tried for inciting violence 


Egypt’s 

SARAH EL DEEB 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Egypt’s top 
prosecutor referred Sunday 
ousted Islamist President 
Mohammed Morsi to trial 
on charges of inciting the 
killing of opponents pro¬ 
testing outside his palace 
while he was in office, the 
state news agency said. 
The military ousted Morsi on 
July 3 after millions took to 
the street demanding he 
step down. He’s been held 
incommunicado since. De¬ 
spite other accusations by 
prosecutors, Sunday’s deci¬ 
sion is his first referral fo trial. 
No date was announced 
for the trial. 

Morsi will be tried, along 
with 14 members of his 
Muslim Brotherhood, in a 
criminal court for allegedly 
committing acts of vio¬ 
lence, and inciting the kill¬ 


ing of at least 10 people. 
The case dates back to 
one of the deadliest bouts 
of violence during Mor- 
si’s one year in office. Af 
leasf 100,000 profesfers 


gathered outside his presi¬ 
dential palace on Dec. 
4, protesting a decree he 
issued to protect his de¬ 
cisions from judicial over¬ 
sight and a highly disputed 


draft constitution that was 
hurriedly adopted in the 
Islamist-dominated parlia¬ 
ment. Protesters demand¬ 
ed he call off a referendum 
scheduled days later. The 
next day, Islamist groups 
and supporters of Morsi 
attacked protesters who 
camped out there, spark¬ 
ing deadly street battles 
that left at least 10 dead 
and sending chills among 
Morsi’ opponents that he 
had relied on organized 
mobs to defend his pal¬ 
ace. The state news agen¬ 
cy said an investigation by 
prosecutors revealed that 
Morsi had asked the Re¬ 
publican Guard and the 
minister in charge of police 
to break up the sit-in, but 
they feared a bloody con¬ 
frontation and declined. 
The agency said Morsi’ 
aides then summoned their 
supporters to forcefully 
break up the sit-in. Officials 
from the Brotherhood and 
its political party deny us¬ 
ing violence to quell critics 
and said supporters were 
defending the palace. 
They accused opponents 
of starting the battles and 
forcing away police that 
had been guarding the 
area. Those referred to 
trial with Morsi include the 
deputy leader of the Broth¬ 
erhood’s political party, 
Essam el-Erian, currently in 
hiding. They also include 
leading Brotherhood mem¬ 
ber Mohammed el-Belta- 
gy, arrested this week, as 
well as leading pro-Broth- 
erhood youth leaders who 
were video-taped during 
the street clashes on the 
front lines. Since Morsi’ oust¬ 
er, authorities have waged 
an intensive security crack¬ 
down on members of his 
group. The crackdown fol¬ 
lowed a violent breakup of 
a sit-in held by Morsi sup¬ 
porters for weeks demand¬ 
ing his reinstatement that 
left hundreds killed. □ 


Yemen premier 
unharmed after 
gunmen attack 

AHMED AL-HAJ 
Associated Press 
SANAA, Yemen (AP) — 

Gunmen opened fire on 
the motorcade of Yemen’s 
prime minister this week¬ 
end but he escaped un¬ 
harmed, an aide said. 

The attack on Prime Min¬ 
ister Mohammed Salem 
Bassindwa’s convoy in the 
Yemeni capital comes af¬ 
ter a senior intelligence 
officer was fatally shot in 
the country’s south by un¬ 
known assailants, accord¬ 
ing to security officials. 

Ali al-Sarari, a media aide 
to the prime minister, told 
The Associated Press the 
gunmen were riding in a 
vehicle without license 
plates and sprayed the 
speeding three-car con¬ 
voy with bullets. Some of 
the vehicles were pock¬ 
marked with bullet holes 
but Bassindwa escaped 
unharmed, he said. Mili¬ 
tants in Yemen have been 
behind a series of assassi¬ 
nations of securify officers 
as fhe governmenf battles 
with al-Qaida militants who 
have mainly operated in 
the country’s south. At¬ 
tempts on politicians are 
rare however. It is not clear 
if the attack on Bassindwa 
was an operation target¬ 
ing him or part of the coun¬ 
try’s increasing lawlessness 
and tension. Yemen is still 
gripped by political infight¬ 
ing that followed a 2011 
uprising against the former 
president. Bassindwa was 
appointed in late 2011 to 
head a coalition govern¬ 
ment comprised of minis¬ 
ters from both the opposi¬ 
tion and officials from the 
regime of former President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh, who lat¬ 
er stepped down in face of 
popular protest. In nearly 
a year of turmoil, security 
collapsed in some parts of 
Yemen. □ 



Ousted Egyptian President Mohammed Morsi hoids a news 
conference in Cairo, Egypt in this 2012 fiie photo. Egypt’s state 
news agency said Sunday, Sept. 1, 2013, the country’s top 
prosecutor has referred ousted Isiamist President Mohammed 
Morsi to triai on charges of inciting the kiiiing of opponents 
protesting outside his paiace whiie he was in office. 

(AP Photo/Maya Aiieruzzo) 
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Australian PM Rudd makes final campaign pitch 


ROD McGUIRK 
Associated Press 
CANBERRA, Australia (AP) 

— Prime Minister Kevin 
Rudd has made his final 
major campaign pitch 
to revive his Labor Party's 
chances at elections this 
week, promising tax breaks 
for small businesses and 
more work for local con¬ 
tractors on infrastructure 
projects if his government is 
re-elected for a third term. 
Rudd officially launched 
his center-left party's cam¬ 
paign in his hometown of 
Brisbane on Sunday. It is 
the capital of Queensland, 
a battleground state for 
swing seats that will decide 
the election Sept. 7. 

Rudd — who was dumped 
as prime minister by his own 
government colleagues 
in 2010, only to regain the 
top job in a similar leader¬ 
ship wrangle in June — dis¬ 
missed opinion polls that 
show opposition leader 
Tony Abbott's conserva¬ 
tive coalition is headed for 
a clear victory. 

“I've been in tougher spots 
than this and have come 
from behind before,” Rudd 
told his audience of party 
faithful. 

“For those who soy the fight 
is up, I soy: ‘You haven't 
seen anything yet,"' he 
added. 

The opposition has framed 
the election os o referen¬ 
dum on the carbon fox 
paid by Australia’s worst 
greenhouse-gas polluters, 
which Abbot has promised 
to abolish. 

Rudd’s government ar¬ 
gues the election is about 
the “wrong priorities” a 
conservative government 
would implement, includ¬ 
ing o policy of paying 
mothers up to 75,000 Aus¬ 
tralian dollars ($67,000) for 
six months’ maternity leave 
regardless of how wealthy 
they ore. 


Labor has ruled for almost 
six years under the leader¬ 
ships of Rudd and the dep¬ 
uty who replaced him for 
three years, Julio Gillord. 
He said the end of on Aus¬ 
tralian mining boom, bank¬ 
rolled by Chino, demands 
new policies that only La¬ 
bor con provide to diver¬ 
sify the slowing economy. 
Among election promises 
announced Sunday, Rudd 
said o Labor government 
would increase tax deduc¬ 
tions that 3.2 million small 
businesses could claim on 
equipment investment. 
The pledge would cost the 
government AU$200 mil¬ 
lion over four years in lost 
tax revenue. 

The government would 
also create between 
AU$156 million and AU$624 
million in additional work 
for Australian industry a 
year by legislating to en¬ 
sure that infrastructure 
projects worth more than 
AU$300 million engage 
more local contractors. 

The government is under 
fire over debt left created 
by stimulus spending that 
kept Australia out of reces¬ 
sion during the global eco¬ 
nomic crisis. 

The government’s efforts 
to deliver o surplus budget 
have been frustrated by 
the Chinese industrial slow¬ 
down, which has hurt the 
mining sector, slowing the 
economy and dampening 
company tax revenues. 
While polls show Rudd re¬ 
mains a more popular 
choice of leader than Ab¬ 
bott, Labor's popularity 
lags below that of the op¬ 
position coalition. 

Rudd’s return to the lead¬ 
ership otter his party 
dumped deeply unpopu¬ 
lar Cillord brought o surge 
in Labor’s polling, but Rudd 
has failed to maintain that 
momentum through the 
campaign. 


Rudd has blamed nega¬ 
tive coverage from News 
Corp., which owns 70 per¬ 
cent of Australia's newspa¬ 
pers. 


Sydney's The Sunday Tele¬ 
graph, Australia’s largest 
circulating newspaper 
which is owned by News 
Corp, filled its front page 


with o photograph of Ab¬ 
bott and the headline: 
“Australia Needs Tony.” 

“It seems an understate¬ 
ment to observe that the 
Labor-led government of 
the post six years has been 
o grove disappointment,” 
the newspaper’s editorial 
said. 

“Another three years of 
Labor would be on unmiti¬ 
gated disaster,” it added. 
The Sun-Herold, the news¬ 
paper’s rival in Australia's 
biggest city owned by 
Australia's second-largest 
newspaper publisher, Fair¬ 
fax Medio, echoed the 
coll for o change of gov¬ 
ernment. 

“They’ve been negative, 
incoherent, incohesive 
and — worst of oil — un¬ 
inspiring,” The Sun-Herold 
editorial said. □ 



Australian Prime Minister Kevin Rudd, left, with his family, smile to 
supporters during the Australian Labor Party’s campaign launch 
in Brisbane, Australia, Sunday, Sept. 1,2013. Australians head to 
the polls to vote in notional elections on Sept 7. 

(AP Photo/Tertius Pickard) 
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Mandela discharged from 
hospital, returns home 


CHRISTOPHER TORCHIA 
RODNEY MUHUMUZA 
Associated Press 
JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 

Nelson Mandela went 
home in an ambulance on 
Sunday after nearly three 
months in a hospital that 
became the focus of a 
global outpouring of con¬ 
cern, but authorities said 
the health of the former 
South African president re¬ 
mained critical and some¬ 
times unstable. 

The return of the 95-year- 
old leader of the anti¬ 
apartheid movement to his 
home in an affluent neigh¬ 
borhood of Johannesburg 
allows his family to share 
time with him in a more inti¬ 
mate setting. 

The office of South African 
President Jacob Zuma 


said Mandela will receive 
the same level of intensive 
care that he did in the hos¬ 
pital, administered by the 
same doctors. 

Zuma’s office said the team 
of doctors treating Mande¬ 
la, also known by his clan 
name Madiba, is “con¬ 
vinced that he will receive 
the same level of intensive 
care at his Houghton home 
that he received in Pre¬ 
toria. His home has been 
reconfigured to allow him 
to receive intensive care 
there.” The statement also 
said: “If there are health 
conditions that warrant an¬ 
other admission to hospital 
in future, this will be done." 
Mandela had been treat¬ 
ed in a hospital in Pretoria, 
about 31 miles (50 kilome¬ 
ters) from Johannesburg, 
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An ambulance transporting termer South Atricon president Nelson Mandela arrives at the home of 
the former statesman in Johannesburg, South Africa, Sunday, Sept. 1, 2013. Mandela has been in 
hospital for more than two months fighting a recurring lung infection. 

(AP Photo / Denis Farrell) 


and the areas near the en¬ 
trances to both the hospi¬ 
tal and his home became 
makeshift shrines where 
people sang, prayed and 
left messages of support for 
a man who steered South 
Africa from white minority 
rule to democratic rule in a 
spirit of reconciliation that 
inspired the world. 

Mandela was admitted to 
the hospital on June 8 for 
what the government de¬ 
scribed as a recurring lung 


infection. Legal papers filed 
by his family said he was 
on life support, and many 
South Africans feared the 
man widely viewed as the 
“father of the nation” was 
close to death. 

One of Mandela’s daugh¬ 
ters, Makaziwe Mandela, 
told The Associated Press as 
she left her father's home 
that the family was “happy 
that he is home.” 

Another Mandela family 
member, grandson Mand- 


la Mandela, said the former 
president’s return home 
was a “day of celebra¬ 
tion.” Madiba’s discharge 
was “particularly hearten¬ 
ing because it flies in the 
face of those who have 
been busy spreading lies 
that he was in a ‘vegeta¬ 
tive state’ and just waiting 
for his support machines to 
be switched off,” the South 
African Press Association 
quoted Mandia Mandela 
as saying. □ 


Norht Korea: 


us threat behind aborting envoy's trip 


HYUNG-JIN KIM 
Associated Press 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 

— North Korea said it re¬ 
scinded its invitation for a 
U.S. envoy to visit the coun¬ 
try to seek the freedom 
of an American detainee 
because Washington per¬ 
petrated a “grave provo¬ 
cation” by allegedly mo¬ 
bilizing nuclear-capable 
bombers during recent mili¬ 
tary drills with Seoul. 

The moves signal that pos¬ 
sible informal negotiations 
between the two coun¬ 
tries over detainee Ken¬ 


neth Bae were not going 
smoothly, with Pyongyang 
seeking some concessions 
from Washington in return 
for releasing the man, ana¬ 
lysts said. 

Bob King, the U.S. special 
envoy for North Korean 
human rights, had been 
scheduled to travel to 
Pyongyang on Friday for 
talks on Bae, a 45-year-old 
tour operator and Christian 
missionary who has been 
detained since Novem¬ 
ber for committing “hostile 
acts.” He was sentenced 
in April to 15 years of hard 


labor. 

An unidentified North Kore¬ 
an Foreign Ministry spokes¬ 
man said in remarks carried 
by state media late Satur¬ 
day that his country intend¬ 
ed to allow King’s visit even 
though the U.S. and South 
Korea were conducting 
annual military drills. 

But he said the U.S. “be¬ 
clouded the hard-won at¬ 
mosphere of humanitarian 
dialogue in a moment” by 
allegedly infiltrating B-52H 
strategic bombers into the 
sky above the peninsula 
during the exercises.Q 
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India convicts youngest Deihi gang rape defendant 


ASHOK SHARMA 
Associated Press 
NEW DELHI (AP) — An In¬ 
dian juvenile court this 
weekend handed down 
the first conviction in the 
total gong rope of o young 
woman on o moving New 
Delhi bus, convicting o 
teenager of rope and mur¬ 
der and sentencing him 
to three years in a retorm 
home, lawyers said. 

The victim’s parents de¬ 
nounced the sentence, 
which was the maximum 
the defendant faced. The 
family had long insisted 
the teen, who was 17 at 
the time of the December 
attack and is now 18, be 
tried as an adult — and 
thus face the death pen¬ 
alty — insisting he was the 
most brutal of the woman’s 
attackers. 

“He should be hanged ir¬ 
respective of whether he is 
a juvenile or not. He should 


be punished tor what he 
did to my daughter,” the 
victim’s mother, Asha Devi, 
told reporters after the ver¬ 
dict was announced. 
Indian law forbids the pub¬ 
lication of the teen’s name 
because he was sen¬ 
tenced in a juvenile court. 
The attack, which left the 
23-year-old victim with 
such extensive internal in¬ 
juries that she died two 
weeks later, sparked pro¬ 
tests across the country 
and led to retorms ot In¬ 
dia’s antiquated sexual 
violence laws. The gov¬ 
ernment, facing immense 
public pressure, had prom¬ 
ised swift justice in the 
case. The convicted teen 
was one of six people ac¬ 
cused of tricking the wom¬ 
an and her male compan¬ 
ion into boarding an off- 
duty bus Dec. 1 6 after they 
hod seen an afternoon 
showing ot “Lite of Pi” at on 


Palestinian-lsraeli meet delayed 


JERUSALEM (AP) — A 

planned meeting between 
Israeli lawmakers and the 
Palestinian president has 
been postponed, Israeli 
and Palestinian officials 
said Sunday. 

The lawmakers had 
planned on fraveling to 
President Mahmoud Ab¬ 
bas’ West Bank headquar¬ 
ters on Tuesday. The law¬ 
makers belong to a new 
caucus formed to sup¬ 
port recently relaunched 
peace talks. 

Otficials on both sides said 
Sunday that the meeting 


had been delayed. An Is¬ 
raeli spokeswoman cited 
the crisis in nearby Syria 
and high-level Palestinian 
meetings Abbas is hold¬ 
ing this week. She says 
the meeting is expected 
to take place in the com¬ 
ing weeks. Palestinian of¬ 
ficials said the chief Israeli 
and Palestinian negotia¬ 
tors held a new round of 
folks on Saturday and are 
to meet again on Tuesday. 
They spoke on condition 
of anonymity because the 
sides are not supposed to 
discuss the negotiations.^ 
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upscale shopping mall. Po¬ 
lice soy the men raped the 
woman and used a metal 
bar to inflict massive inter¬ 
nal injuries to her. They also 
beat her companion. The 
victims were dumped na¬ 
ked on the roadside, and 
the woman later died from 
her injuries in a Singapore 
hospifal. 

The victim’s father said the 
family was deeply disap¬ 


pointed with the sentence. 
“This is completely unac¬ 
ceptable to us,” Bodrinath 
Singh said. “We are not 
satisfied with this outcome. 
He is virtually being set free. 
This is very wrong.” 

“No family should have a 
daughter if this is the fate 
that lies ahead for women. 
In fhis counfry, it is crime to 
be born a girl,” he said. 
Indian law forbids the pub¬ 


lication ot the names of 
rope victims, even it they 
die. S.K. Singh, a lawyer 
for the victim’s tomily, said 
they would challenge the 
juvenile court’s verdict in a 
higher court. 

“We will also seek a re¬ 
view of the man’s age by 
a medical panel, since we 
believe he was not a juve¬ 
nile when the incident took 
place,” he soid.Q 



Delhi police officers escort a juvenile convicted of rope, outside the Juvenile justice board 
in New Delhi, India, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2013. An Indian juvenile court this weekend handed 
down the first conviction in the fatal gang rape of a young woman on a moving New Delhi bus, 
convicting the teenager of rape and murder and sentencing him to three years in a reform 
home, lawyers said. (AP Photo/Altaf Qadri) 
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M. WEISSENSTEIN 
LUIS GALEANO 
Associated Press 
MANAGUA, Nicaragua 
(AP) — When President 
Daniel Ortega granted a 
Chinese telecommunica¬ 
tions executive exclusive 
rights to develop a $40 bil¬ 
lion canal through Nicara¬ 
gua and operate it for 100 
years, his administration 
touted the CEO’s record of 
success heading a wireless 
communications firm with 
projects in 20 countries. 
Wong Jing's company, Xin- 
wei, boasted that it hod 
orchestrated on array of 
deals worth more than $5 
billion over the last three 
years, in places as far-flung 
as Zimbabwe and Ukraine. 
Its own literature describes 
the company as possess¬ 
ing “huge strength and 
sublime eminence in the 
global communications in¬ 
dustry." 

But an examination of 
those claims by The Asso¬ 
ciated Press around the 
world paints a different pic¬ 
ture. While at least some of 
Xinwei’s domestic enterpris¬ 
es appear to be successful, 
outside of China, promises 
to build revolutionary new 
telecom networks hove yet 
to materialize. 

And deals with local part¬ 
ners have been marred by 
false starts and poor perfor¬ 
mance. 

In 12 of the 20 countries 
where Wang's Xinwei Tele¬ 
com Enterprise Group and 
associated companies say 
they've done business, the 
AP found no evidence of a 
successful, large-scale proj¬ 
ect up and running. 

In the other eight, either 
analysts and major tele¬ 
com firms said they hod 
not heard of the company, 
or Xinwei did not provide 
enough details about its 
partners or projects to allow 
its record to be examined. 
In Cambodia, a promised 
high-tech new wireless net¬ 


work has yet to launch na¬ 
tionwide after unexplained 
delays. 

In Zimbabwe, officials say 
Xinwei’s partner had its li¬ 
cense pulled by regulators 
and assets seized by a local 
bank. 

And in Nicaragua, where 
Wang has formed a new 
company to build a wa¬ 
terway that could be three 
times the length of the Pan¬ 


ama Canal, there is no sign 
of a promised $700 million 
national wireless network 
more than a year after he 
announced his intent to 
build it. 

That record is raising doubts 
among local businessmen, 
political opposition leaders 
and outside experts about 
the ability of Wang's new 
company to build the ca¬ 
nal, a gargantuan project 
that has been considered 
and abandoned for cen¬ 
turies. 

“This is just orders of magni¬ 
tude beyond anything that 
they're capable of," said 
Derek Scissors, a senior re¬ 
search fellow who monitors 


Chinese overseas invest¬ 
ment for the Heritage Foun¬ 
dation. “At this point it’s just 
a stunt.” 

Beijing-based Xinwei told 
AP that its global telecom 
plans were moving forward 
in at least five countries out¬ 
side China and it is working 
with investors to fund what 
it expects to be billions of 
dollars of new networks in 
Russia and Ukraine. It ac¬ 


knowledged that it had run 
into challenges in several 
countries, problems that 
ranged, it said, from mali¬ 
cious underpricing by com¬ 
petitors to delays in receiv¬ 
ing government licenses. 
“The company is fast-grow¬ 
ing. It plans to become a 
first-class global company 
within the industry in years. 
We are making good prog¬ 
ress toward the goal and 
understand there is much 
work to do," Xinwei said. 
“The progress of each proj¬ 
ect depends on our clients' 
plans." 

The Nicaraguan govern¬ 
ment has declined to re¬ 
lease any details of its re¬ 


quest for proposals for a 
new wireless voice and 
broadband system last 
year, but the initial asking 
price for the concession 
was $90 million, according 
to an official with one of 
Xinwei’s competitors, who 
spoke on condition of ano¬ 
nymity for fear that it would 
hurt his relations with the 
Nicaraguan government. 
Wang paid just $20 million 


in January after three of 
the region’s major cellular 
service providers — Claro, 
Movistar and the Costa Ri¬ 
can Institute of Electricity 
— dropped out of the bid¬ 
ding, the official said. 

Many in Nicaragua see 
Xinwei’s frock record as a 
poor omen for Wang Jing’s 
goal of building the canal, 
a centuries-old dream for 
global traders. The project 
was repeatedly considered 
by the U.S. in the 19th cen¬ 
tury before Washington de¬ 
cided to put its money on 
the shorter Panama option, 
itself considered one of the 
greatest engineering feats 
of modern hisfory. □ 


LATIN BRIEFS 

Venezuela, Guyana 
discuss Petrocaribe 

GEORGETOWN, Guyana 
(AP) — Venezuela Presi¬ 
dent Nicolas Maduro met 
Saturday with Guyana’s 
leader during a one-day 
visit to talk about eco¬ 
nomic and political issues. 
Maduro was expected 
to talk with Guyana presi¬ 
dent Donald Ramotar 
about Venezuela’s Pet¬ 
rocaribe program, which 
allows countries to pay 
for oil imports with local 
commodities such as rice 
and bananas. The leaders 
were expected to review 
on eight-year-old Petro¬ 
caribe agreement that al¬ 
lows Guyana to buy some 
5,000 barrels of oil from 
Venezuela in exchange for 
commodifies such as white 
rice. Finance Minister Ashni 
Singh said Guyana hopes 
to extend the agreement 
with Venezuela. 

Guyana: Lightning 
kills 1, several hurt 

GEORGETOWN, Guyana 
(AP) — Lightning strikes in 
the Sauth American coun¬ 
try of Guyana have killed 
a 17-year-ald sugarcane 
worker and injured seven 
others. The strikes have led 
the state-owned Guyana 
Sugar Corporation to re¬ 
view policies about staff 
working in fields during rain 
and thunderstorms. Com¬ 
pany Director Paul Bhim 
laid The Assaciated Press 
Saturday that while he sup¬ 
ports the review, it would 
be hard ta predict where 
storms will strike and to get 
thousands of workers ouf of 
the field quickly. Authorities 
say 17-year-old Klein Rob¬ 
erts was found dead in an 
open field jusf west of fhe 
capital of Georgetown on 
Thursday. □ 



Wang Jing, CEO of Xinwei Telecom Enterprise Group, speaks during an interview in front of a 
painting featuring the late Communist leader Mao Zedong and his Red Army commanders in a 
meeting room of the company’s headquarters in Beijing, China, Sunday, Sept. 1, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Alexander F. Yuan) 
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Brand Champions rewarded 
at Westin Resort & Casino 


support for the nominees 
representing the Heart of 
the House, the Front of the 
House, and the resort's 
Palm Beach Casina, at¬ 
tended the event. 

All those nominated rep¬ 
resent Westin's care val¬ 
ues, and were tapped 
by management for their 
outstanding performances 
within their respective de¬ 
partments. 

The following winners were 
announced: 

Front of the House—Dany 
Nieto from Front Desk; 
Heart at the House—Ed- 
gardo Hernandez from 
Banquets; and Palm Beach 
Casina— Ivette German, 
dealer. Pabien to all the 
winners and nominees.Q 


PALM BEACH - Recently, 
the Brand Champions of 
the Month for July for the 
Westin Resort & Casino, 
Aruba were announced 


during a special lunchean 
held in the resart's Grand 
Palm Beach Balirccm. As¬ 
sociates and manage¬ 
ment, there to show their 
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At Bugaloe: 

Aruban Fresh Fish Right Off The Coast! 


PALM BEACH - Fresher served in the popular Bu- 
than Fresh, is what yau are galae Beach Bar & Grill, 



lacated at De Palm Pier, 
between the RIU Palace 
Hctel and The Raddisan 
Hatel. Mandays will no lon¬ 
ger be just another Mon¬ 
day. No! It's Crazy Fish 
Monday at Bugaloe! Beau- 
titul colortui platter of ex¬ 
quisite fish, yellow rice and 
rich vegetables is what 
yau will be served from 
Chef Hernandez' kitchen 
every Mcnday. Whether 
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choosing Fried Fish Basket 
far only $15 or a delicious 
Red Snapper for $20, you 
wish it was Monday every 
day! Bugaloe is known 
for fun and craziness, so 
it was only logical Chef 
Marc Hernandez likes to 
go wild when it comes to 
his cooking. Caught in the 
marning, served at night 
is the true Bugalae way, 
maybe this explains its pa- 
pularity from the start. Cra¬ 
zy Fish Monday is served 
from 5.30 p.m. till 10 p.m. 
Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill 
is open daily from 9 a.m. till 
midnight. Start your day of 


right with a delicious cap¬ 
puccino, or walk in to enjoy 
a casual lunch in between 
sunbathing. A few nights 
a week Bugaloe is host to 
some of the best live bands 
of Aruba, while you are sa¬ 
voring dinner and enjoying 
the beautiful Aruba Sun¬ 
set! Dan't target to make 
one hour in the day even 
happier at Bugaloe's dai¬ 
ly Happy Haur tram 5 till 6 
p.m. 

Reservations are not ne¬ 
cessary, just follow your 
hips to the music and the 
fun and smiles saluting 
youO 



At Beth Israel Synagogue: 

Jewish Community of Aruba invites 
visitors to Rosh Hashanah services 


ORANJESTAD - One of the 

principles of Jewish faith 
is the Repair of Our Bro¬ 
ken World (Tikkun Olam). 
Every Jew must become 
involved in this daunting 
task. Awareness of one’s 
weaknesses and affenses 
against G-d and our fellow 
man must be accompa¬ 
nied by corrective action 
to make this a better world, 
with kinder and more sensi¬ 
tive human beings. That is 


the meaning of the Jewish 
High Holidays. The Jewish 
Community of Aruba, lo¬ 
cated at A. Lade Blvd. # 
2, cardially invites visitors to 
our island to the 5774 Rosh 
Hashanah religious services 
lead by Rabbi Daniel Krip- 
per on Wednesday, Sep¬ 
tember 4th, at 6:30 P.M. 

For more information 
please call us 582-3272 or 
email us at: info@bethis- 
raelaruba.com.Q 
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Williams beats Stephens to reach U.S. Open quarters 



Serena Williams reacts between points against Sloane Stephens during the fourth round of the 
2013 U.S. Open tennis tournament, Sunday, Sept. 1, 2013, in New York. 

Associated Press 


RACHEL COHEN 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Serena 
Williams avenged her ma¬ 
jor loss to Sloane Stephens, 
pulling away from the 
young American for a 6-4, 
6-1 win to return to the U.S. 
Open quarterfinals. 
Stephens beat a hobbling 
Williams in the quarters of 
fhe Ausfralian Open in Jan¬ 
uary. 

“She's definifely a good 
player, so it felt like some¬ 
thing bigger, but I just hod 
to stay focused for fhe mo¬ 
ment,” Williams said in on 
on-court interview. 

In the rematch Sunday, the 
16-time Grand Slam cham¬ 
pion served big and con¬ 
trolled points against the 
20-year-old. From 4-4 in the 
first set, Williams won eight 
of fhe lasf nine games. 

“The whole time I just tried 
to do what I wanted,” she 
said. “Stay calm, stay re¬ 
laxed, stay composed.” 
The 15th-seeded Stephens 
hung with the defending 
champ for mosf of the first 
set. After Williams broke to 
go up 4-2, she broke right 
back.Serving at 4-5, Ste¬ 
phens hod six of her 29 un¬ 
forced errors. She was able 
fo save fwo sef points, but 
twice failed to capitalize 
when she had a chance to 


close out the gome. 

When Stephens hit o fore¬ 
hand wide, Williams had 
the set, and she took over 
from there. 

“Obviously, she's No. 1 in 
the world for o reason,” 
Sfephens said. “I fhought 
she played really well her¬ 
self. Obviously, it didn't go 
how I wanted. The second 
set got away from me o 
liffle bit. All in oil, I thought I 


competed well and played 
well. That's oil you can do, 
really." 

Williams will face 18th- 
seeded Carlo Suarez Na¬ 
varro, who needed 2 hours, 
41 minutes to edge eighth- 
seeded Angelique Kerber 
4-6, 6-3, 7-6 (3). 

Earlier on o humid day at 
Arthur Ashe Stadium, de¬ 
fending men's champion 
Andy Murray sfoggered 


around the court between 
points. 

Once o point started, he 
sprinted down every boll, 
os usual. Struggling with his 
breathing, Murray need¬ 
ed a set to find his rhythm 
against 47th-ranked Flo- 
rian Mayer, then rolled the 
rest of the way to a 7-6 (2), 
6-2, 6-2 victory in the third 
round. 

It's classic Murray to gri¬ 


mace in apparent pain 
after losing a point, then 
race across the court to 
hit a winner with no hint 
of discomfort. Even if his 
expressions didn't show it, 
the third-seeded Scot is en¬ 
joying the role of reigning 
chomp at Flushing Mead¬ 
ows. 

It was here o year ago that 
he cured 76 years of ten¬ 
nis misery for Britain, its first 
men's Grand Slam win¬ 
ner since 1936. Then bock 
home for Wimbledon in 
July he ended its drought 
there, too, with the first title 
in 77 years. “The expecta¬ 
tions ore higher, but there's 
not os much pressure to 
win,” Murray said in on 
on-court interview. “I feel 
much more comforfoble 
coming into these events 
than this time last year." 
He'll next face 65th-ranked 
Denis Istomin of Uzbeki¬ 
stan, who won o five-set¬ 
ter against No. 20-seeded 
Andreas Seppi 6-3, 6-4, 
2-6, 3-6, 6-1. Fifth-seeded 
Tomas Berdych played his 
match on the Grandstand, 
the third-lorgest stadium at 
the U.S. Open. In o sport 
dominated by four play¬ 
ers, Berdych is easily over¬ 
looked. 

Continued on Page 20 


Tebow cut by Pats, plans to keep playing 



New York Giants defensive back David 
Caidweii (41) and tackie Matt McCants (74) 
sack New Engiand Patriots quarterback Tim 
Tebow (5) during the third quarter of an NFL 
preseason footbaii game Thursday, Aug. 29, 
2013, in Foxborough, Mass. 

Associated Press 


HOWARD ULMAN 
AP Sports Writer 

FOXBOROUGH, Massachusetts 
(AP) — Tim Tebow hasn't given 
up hope of playing in the NFL 
after being cut by the New Eng¬ 
land Patriots. 

“I will remain in relentless pursuit 
of continuing my lifelong dream 
of being on NFL quarterback,” he 
tweeted Saturday. 

He has now been let go by his 
third team in 18 months. With 
the regular season just five days 
away, his chances of immediate¬ 
ly catching on with another team 
seem slim. 

Tebow thanked owner Robert 


Kraft, coach Bill Belichick and of¬ 
fensive coordinator Josh McDan¬ 
iels after failing to survive New 
England's mandatory roster cut 
to 53 players. He also thanked 
the “entire Patriots organization 
for giving me the opportunity to 
be o port of such o classy orga¬ 
nization.” 

Tebow's stay with the Patriots 
lasted just under 12 weeks and 
could be the end of his NFL ca¬ 
reer. The Heismon Trophy winner 
played in fhree of New England's 
four preseason gomes and was 
sacked four times in the finale, o 
28-20 win over the New York Gi¬ 
ants on Thursday night. 


The Patriots hove carried just two 
quarterbacks in three of the past 
four seasons. And with Ryan Mal- 
lett entrenched as the backup to 
Tom Brady, Tebow's challenge 
was a difficult one, even before 
the preseason started. Then, he 
went out and posted a quarter¬ 
back rating of just 47.2 and threw 
two touchdown passes to go 
with two interceptions and seven 
socks. 

When New England signed him 
June 11, it appeared Belichick 
might find other positions for him, 
given his versatility and mobility. 

Continued on next page 
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New England Patriots quarterback Tim Tebow (5) iooks for a 
receiver as New York Giants defensive end Justin Trattou (69) 
closes in during the third quarter of an NFL preseason footbaii 
gome Thursday, Aug. 29, 2013, in Foxborough, Mass. 

Associated Press 


But Tebow never worked 
out with any unit other 
than the quarterbacks. 
After sitting out the third 
preseason game, a 40-9 
loss at Detroit, Tebow com¬ 
pleted 6 ot 11 passes for 
91 yards with two touch¬ 
downs and one intercep¬ 
tion against the Giants. 
He also ran six times for 30 
yards. 

“It’s not just one game 
(that matters)," Belich- 
ick said Friday about the 
player evaluation process, 
“although every game is 
important. But the body of 
work, the camp, the rate of 
improvement, the ability to 
do the things that players 
are going to be asked to 
do at their respective posi¬ 
tions (also matters)." 

Tebow previously played 
for the Denver Broncos 
and New York Jets. In col¬ 
lege, he was a part of two 
national championship 
teams at Florida. 

Signing Tebow posed little 


financial risk to the Pa¬ 
triots. Two people with 
knowledge of the deal 
told The Associated Press 
that Tebow signed for two 
years but with no guaran¬ 
teed money. One person 
said he would make the 
veteran's minimum salary, 
$630,000 in 2013, with in¬ 
centives. 

Tebow’s last play with 
the Patriots, and perhaps 
in the NFL, was a 9-yard 
touchdown to rookie free 
agent Quentin Sims with six 
seconds left against the Gi¬ 
ants. 

After the game, Tebow 
said he wasn’t sure his 
performance would be 
enough to keep him on the 
team. 

But he didn’t plan to wor¬ 
ry. He would “go to sleep 
when I get home, wake 
up, come work out, watch 
the film,” he said. “See 
what I did good, see what I 
did bad, try to learn from it 
and get better.” 


Tebow became the cen¬ 
ter ring of a media circus 
last season with the Jets 
as quarterback Mark San¬ 
chez struggled. 

But Tebow threw just eight 
passes that season and 
was released April 29. He 
wasn’t picked up until six 
weeks later, when he took 
part in the first day of the 
Patriots’ three-day mini¬ 
camp. 

With Brady at quarter¬ 
back and Belichick adept 
at handling distractions, 
Tebow’s profile was much 
lower in New England. 

“First and foremost, I just 
want to thank the Patriots 
for giving me an opportuni¬ 
ty," Tebow said after his first 
practice. “I’m looking for¬ 
ward to working hard ev¬ 
ery single day and getting 
a lot better and learning 
under some great people. 
So that’s all I got, but thank 
you all so much and God 
bless. I’m sure we’ll be talk¬ 
ing more soon." 

The Patriots limited the at¬ 
tention on Tebow that day 
by allowing him to speak 
for just 40 seconds and to 


take no questions. 

He was praised this week 
by Belichick and Kraft, but 
neither gave an indication 
of whether he would make 
the team. 

“I learned very early on 
in my career at Florida to 
worry about what I can 


control and the things that 
I can’t control I’m not go¬ 
ing to spend time worrying 
about," Tebow said Mon¬ 
day. “But I can control my 
attitude, my focus every 
single day and those are 
the things that I’m going to 
worry about.’’□ 
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U.S. Open 

Continued from page 18 


But he is cruising so far at 
Flushing Meadows, where 
he reached the semifinals 
last year after beating 
Roger Federer. 

The Czech routed No. 
31-seeded Julien Benne- 
teau 6-0, 6-3, 6-2 and has 
yet to drop a set at this 
year’s U.S. Open. 

Berdych, who lost to Rafael 
Nadal in the 2010 Wimble¬ 
don final, will face ninth- 
seeded Stanislas Wawrinka 
in the round of 16. 
Wawrinka beat Marcos 
Baghdatis 6-3, 6-2, 6-7 (1), 
7-6 (7). 

Lleyton Hewitt, the 2001 


U.S. Open champ, re¬ 
turned to the round of 16 
at Flushing Meadows for 
the first time since 2006. At 
age 32, the Australian is 
back from years of injuries 
to make another run. He 
beat 102nd-ranked Evg¬ 
eny Donskoy 6-3, 7-6 (5), 
3-6, 6-1.Bob and Mike Bry¬ 
an were down a set and 
a break against unseeded 
Canadians Daniel Nestor 
and Vasek Pospisil in their 
third-round doubles match 
before rallying for a 6-7 (1), 
7-5, 6-2 victory. The de¬ 
fending champs are trying 
to become the first men's 
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Bob Byron, left, and Mike Bryan talk between points against 
Daniel Nestor, of Canada, and Vasek Pospisil, of Canada, dur¬ 
ing a doubles match at the 2013 U.S. Open tennis tournament, 
Sunday, Sept. 1, 2013, in New York. 

Associated Press 


double team of the Open 
era, and the first since 1951, 
to win all four major tourna¬ 
ments in the same year. 
They’ve already achieved 
a “Bryan Slam” with four 
sfraighf tifles starfing wifh 
fhe 2012 U.S. Open. 
Sfruggling with returning 
serve, the top-seeded Bry¬ 
ans switched sides after 
the opening set for the first 
time in about three years. 


After going down a break 
at 3-4 in the second set, 
the American twins imme¬ 
diately broke back against 
the 40-year-old Nestor’s 
serve. They clinched the 
set by breaking his serve 
again, with Nestor double- 
faulting twice in the game, 
including on match point. 
The Bryans broke his serve 
twice more in the third set 
to advance. □ 
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Garcia leads a low-scoring pace in Boston 



Sergio Garcia, of Spain, tips his cap after finishing in the lead at 
19-under par during the third round of the Deutsche Bank Cham¬ 
pionship golf tournament in Norton, Mass., Sunday, Sept. 1,2013. 

Associated Press 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
NORTON, Massachusetts 
(AP) — On a TPC Boston 
softened by so much rain 
that the third round Sunday 
had to be started over, Ser¬ 
gio Garcia kept his nose 
in front and gave himself 
a two-shot cushion at the 
Deutsche Bank Champion¬ 
ship with a birdie on the fi¬ 
nal hole as darkness settled 
over New England. 

Nothing is close to being 
settled at this FedEx Cup 
playoff event. 

Garcia shot a 65 and was 
at 19-under 194, a two-shot 
lead over Henrik Stenson, 
perhaps the hottest player 
in golf with two runner-up 
finishes and two third-place 
finishes in his last five events. 
The Swede went birdie-for- 
birdie with Garcia for much 
of the overcast day until a 
three-putt bogey on the 
17th caused him to settle 
for a 66. 

Graham DeLaet of Can¬ 
ada all but locked up a 
spot on the Presidents Cup 
team with a 62 that left him 
three shots behind with 
Steve Strieker, who had a 
63 and took a big step to¬ 
ward making the U.S. team 


for the matches next month 
at Muirfield Village. 

PGA champion Jason Duf- 
ner had a share of the lead 
until cooling off on the back 
nine. He had a 66 and was 
tied for fifth at 15-under 198 
with Robert Castro (68). 

The scoring was simply re¬ 
lentless on a course that 
is long and wide with pris¬ 
tine conditions. The TPC 
Boston became a push¬ 
over with such soft condi¬ 
tions, and it became even 
easier because players 
were allowed to lift, clean 
and place their golf balls 
through the green. 

About the only ones who 
couldn’t keep up were the 
star attractions at the start 
of the week — Tiger Woods 
and Phil Mickelson. 
Mickelson, who started the 
third round five shots out of 
the lead, had his second 
straight 71, and this one 
wasn’t exciting at all. He 
had three birdies, three bo¬ 
geys, 12 pars and wound 
up 12 shots behind. 

Woods didn’t get anything 
going early and fell apart 
on the back nine, starting 
with a tee shot into a haz¬ 
ard well right of the 10th fair¬ 
way. He began the back 


nine with three straight 
bogeys and ended with a 
three-putt par on the 18th 
for a 1 -over 72. It ended six 
straight rounds in the 60s 
in the FedEx Cup playoffs, 
and much worse, left him 
with no chance of winning 
going into the off week. He 
was 13 shots back. 

“I just didn’t have it today,” 
Woods said. “I just didn’t hit 
it well. I didn’t make any¬ 
thing. I had a bad day at 
the wrong time.” 

The average score was 
68.2, and anything higher 
than that meant losing 
ground. 

Going into the Labor Day 
final round, 25 players have 
posted all three rounds in 
the 60s, and most of them 
don’t have a chance. 
There were 332 birdies and 
10 eagles Sunday, mean¬ 
ing players had sub-par 
holes a whopping 32 per¬ 
cent of the time. 

“We can’t control the 
weather,” Garcia said. 
“And you’ve just got to go 
out there and try to play 
the best you can. And I was 
very happy to see that my 
best was 6-under.” 

Monday is filled with plenty 
of ramifications. 


Garcia is trying to end a 
troublesome season with 
his first PGA Tour win, trying 
to move past his humbling 
moment this spring when a 
public spat with Woods led 
to Garcia making a racially 
insensitive “fried chicken” 
comment at a London din¬ 
ner. Stenson has done ev¬ 
erything but win in the last 
two months — third at the 
Scottish Open and PGA 
Championship, runner-up 
at the British Open and a 
World Golf Championship. 
The top 70 in the FedEx 


Cup advance to the third 
playoff event in two weeks 
north of Chicago. Ernie 
Els is among those on the 
cusp. Ian Poulter, despite a 
pair of late bogeys, had a 
66 and was six shots out of 
the lead He appears safe 
for Chicago, and now can 
try to think about qualifying 
for the Tour Championship 
for the first time. 

Rory Mcliroy made the cut 
on the number and still was 
lingering at the bottom of 
the pack after a double 
bogey.Q 


Pagenaud wins crash-filled Grand Prix of Baltimore 



Simon Pagenaud, of France, drives during the indyCar Grand 
Prix of Baitimore auto race on Sunday, Sept. 1, 2013, in Baiti- 
more. 

Associated Press 


DAVID GINSBURG 
AP Sports Writer 
BALTIMORE (AP) — Simon 
Pagenaud emerged as the 
winner of a collision-marred 
Grand Prix of Baltimore on 
Sunday, charging to the 
lead after a series of mis¬ 
haps involving several oth¬ 
er contenders — including 
one involving rivals Scott 
Dixon and Will Power. 

It was the second career 
win for Pagenaud, both 
this year. The 29-year-old 
Frenchman became the 
third driver to win in three 
years on the bumpy, chal¬ 


lenging street course that 
runs through the middle of 
the city. Josef Newgarden 
was second, the best finish 
of his career, and Sebas¬ 
tian Bourdais took third. 

Last week at Sonoma, Dix¬ 
on led until he received a 
drive-through penalty with 
15 laps to go for hitting a 
tire in the left hand of Pow¬ 
er’s tire holder. Dixon won 
the race. 

In this one. Power swerved 
right in a crowd in front of 
Dixon during a restart on 
the 53rd lap. Power clipped 
the wall, and Dixon lost 


control and smacked into 
the wall, ending his day. 
Power made it to the pit, 
but he was given a penalty 
for interference and fin¬ 
ished 18th, one spot ahead 
of Dixon. The restart came 
after a pileup on the turn 
in front of the baseball sta¬ 
dium. On Lap 48, Graham 
Rahal spun Dixon and cre¬ 
ated a logjam involving 
five cars.Minutes before 
that, IndyCar points leader 
Helio Castroneves received 
a black flag for a safety vio¬ 
lation during a restart. Cas¬ 
troneves finished ninth. □ 
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Jamaica’s Bailey-Cole wins 100 race in Berlin 



Anita Wlodarczyk from Poland throws the hammer during the 
women’s hammer throw competition at the ISTAF Athletics 
Meeting in Berlin, Germany, Sunday, Sept. 1, 2013. 

Associated Press 


BERLIN (AP) — Jamaica’s 
Kemar Bailey-Cole won 
the 100-meter race at the 
ISTAF meet in Berlin tor the 
second year in a row on 
Sunday. 

Bailey-Cole ran 10.04 sec¬ 
onds to finish ahead of 
2003 world champion Kim 
Collins of St. Kitts and Nevis, 
and Jaysuma Saidy Ndure 
of Norway. American Jef¬ 
fery Demps was fourth in 
10.25. 

“I did not focus on time,” 
the 21 -year-old Bailey-Cole 
said. “The most important 
thing was to win this race. 

I came here just like a year 
ago and defended my vic¬ 
tory. So, I did the job.” 
LaKeisho Lawson of the 
United States claimed the 
women’s race in 11.18, 
ahead of Germany’s Ver- 
ena Sailer and Ashleigh 
Nelson of Britain. 

“I got very close to my per¬ 
sonal record and I still have 
two more competitions to 
even improve it,” Lawson 


said. 

Tiffany Townsend secured 
another American vic¬ 
tory in the 200, winning in 
22.77 ahead of compatriot 
Charonda Williams and 
Kerron Stewart of Jamaica. 


Another American, Nata¬ 
sha Hastings, was fourth. 
Three-time world cham¬ 
pion Robert Harting de¬ 
lighted his hometown fans 
by winning the discus with 
a throw of 69.02 meters. 


Harting was pushed hard 
by compatriot Martin Wi- 
erig, who threw 66.73 me¬ 
ters. 

“I didn’t think it was fair 
that Martin threw so far,” 
Harting joked. 

“But I take it as healthy 
competition. He woke me 
up.” 

Poland’s Robert Urbanek 
and Piotr Malachowski 
were third and fourth, re¬ 
spectively. 

There were more cheers 
among the 55,000 fans at 
the Olympic Stadium for 
Germans Christian Reif and 
David Storl, who claimed 
victories in the long jump 
and shot put, respectively. 
Hillary Kipsang Yego of Ke¬ 
nya claimed victory in the 
men’s 3,000 steeplechase 
in 8 minutes, 8.84 seconds, 
while Turkey's Ilham Tanui 
Ozbilen won the 1,500 in 
3:35.58 and Mohammed 
Aman of Ethiopia claimed 
the 800 in 1:43.97. 

“The result is all right,” 


said Aman, the only one 
of three individual world 
champions to claim vic¬ 
tory. 

Russia’s Maria Abakumova 
set a meet record of 70.53 
meters to win the javelin, 
ahead of Linda Stahl of 
Germany and the German 
world champion Christina 
Obergfoell. 

“I have to admit that I am 
thinking about the world 
record now. My family and 
my whole team help me 
believe I can make this 
dream come true,” Abaku¬ 
mova said with an eye on 
Barbora Spotakova’s mark 
of 72.28 meters set by the 
Czech in 2008. 

Olympic and world cham¬ 
pion Valerie Adams of 
New Zealand claimed the 
women's shot put with a 
throw of 20.58 meters. 

“This was my last competi¬ 
tion of the year and I am 
pretty tired,” Adams said. 
“But I am still happy with 
my shape.”□ 


Moreno takes Vuelta 
lead with 2nd stage win 



Daniel Moreno of Spain wins the fourth stage of the Spanish 
Vuelta, a 189-kilometer (117-mile) ride starting in Lalin and 
finishing at the Atlantic coast in Fisterra, Spain, Tuesday, Aug. 
27, 2013. Associated Press 


VALDEPENAS DE JAEN, 
Spain (AP) — Daniel More¬ 
no took the lead of the 
Spanish Vuelta on Sunday 
after winning his second 
stage in six days with an 
impressive uphill push to 


separate from the pack. 
The Katusha rider broke 
away on the steep ramp 
to the finish line to snatch 
the leader's red jersey from 
Nicolas Roche by one sec¬ 
ond in fhe overall stand¬ 


ings. 

Moreno also won the fourth 
stage on Tuesday. He fin¬ 
ished Sunday’s ninfh sfage, 
a 163-kilomefer (104-mile) 
mounfainous ride from An- 
fequera fo Valdepenas 
de Jaen, with a time of 4 
hours, 18 minutes, 57 sec¬ 
onds. 

Fellow Spaniards Alejandro 
Valverde and Joaquim Ro¬ 
driguez, also of Katusha, 
crossed next four seconds 
lafer. “I can'f ask for more,” 
said the 32-year-old More¬ 
no, who has never led the 
Vuelta before. “I pushed 
forward and was able fo 
get there in the end, even 
if I had my doubts during 
the last meters.” 


After coasting through roll¬ 
ing olive groves, the course 
took the riders up a cate¬ 
gory-two climb that broke 
the peloton into pieces. 
Those left in the leading 
group following the nervy 
descent faced a 2-kilome¬ 
ter uphill stretch with the in¬ 
cline reaching 30 degrees 
where Moreno launched 
his attack. 

With overnight leader 
Roche now one second 
behind Moreno, Giro 
d’ltalia winner Vincenzo 
Nibali is third at 19 seconds 
behind. 

Valverde moved into 
fourth at 22 seconds back, 
while Rodriguez is 56 sec¬ 
onds off his teammate’s 


leading pace. 

Despite becoming the 
new leader, Moreno said 
he was still riding to support 
Rodriguez’s chances of 
winning his first grand tour. 
“Of course, we only have 
one leader,” Moreno said. 
“Tomorrow we have a 
tough day and we hope 
that both Purito (Rodri¬ 
guez) and I have a good 
day.” 

Monday’s stage is a 187-ki- 
lometer (116-mile) moun¬ 
tainous ride starting in 
Torredelcampo and finish¬ 
ing with a special-catego¬ 
ry climb to a summit finish 
at Alto Hazallanas. 

The three-week race finish¬ 
es in Madrid on Sept. 15.Q 
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Federal cuts shelve Silicon Vaiiey patent office 



Bella, Petzila’s mascot, is posed for a photo next to the company's product, a device that allows pet owner to 
communicate with their pets remoteiy, on Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2013, in San Jose, Calif. Associated Press 


By MARTHA MENDOZA 
AP National Writer 

SAN JOSE, Calif. (AP) - Silicon Val¬ 
ley’s high-tech firms are fighting 
what they consider a deeply per¬ 
sonal federal cut this summer that 
shelves a planned patent office 
in this innovation-fueled region. 
While most of the country is feeling 
some pinch from the automatic 
budget cuts known as sequestra¬ 
tion, tech leaders say this one is 
unique and unfair, because the 
Commerce Department's prom¬ 
ised satellite patent offices were 
never going to be funded by tax¬ 
payers. Instead, they're supported 
by the $2.8 billion in annual pat¬ 
ent fees collected from inventors, 
entrepreneurs and companies. 
“We were really upset,” said 
Emily Lam, a director at the Sili¬ 
con Valley Leadership Group, 
an association representing lo¬ 
cal high tech firms. “It makes ab¬ 
solutely no sense that an office 
funded almost entirely by fees 
would be subject to sequester.” 
But U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office chief financial officer Tony 
Scardino said the government's 
across-the-board austerity poli¬ 
cy doesn't make exceptions for 
fee-supported programs. And if 
there's a “continuing budget¬ 
ary stalemate” this fall, he said 
that could cause further delays. 
Silicon Valley firms seek more U.S. 
patents than any other region 
in the world, and San Jose is the 
nation's top patent-producing 
city, with 7,074 patents last year. 
And California is the nation's pat¬ 
ent leader, with seven of the 
top 10 patent-producing cities. 
The U.S. Patent Office currently has 
a backlog of 590,000 nationwide, 
and it can take more than two years 
to have an application reviewed. 
Until two years ago, the only U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office was 
in Arlington, Va. Silicon Valley com¬ 
panies often would have to send 
a chief scientist to Arlington for a 
few days to meet with examiners, 
losing valuable time and money. 
Then a 2011 law raised patent 
fees in exchange for promises 
from officials to use those new 
revenues to speed up the patent 
process and establish four satel¬ 


lite offices for the first time in the 
agency's 200-plus year history. 
But that's not exact¬ 
ly what happened. 

With budget cuts came a federal 
decision that 8.6 percent of all pat¬ 
ent fees are immediately diverted 
from the Patent Office into the U.S. 
Treasury; in total, the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office will lose be¬ 
tween $120 million and $130 million 
in patent fees it collects this year. 
There are three satellite of¬ 
fice projects underway: the first 
opened in Detroit in July, 2012, 
and permanent locations for 
others were selected in Denver 
and Dallas before sequestration. 
Last month, the General Servic¬ 
es Administration - which owns 
and operates federal proper¬ 
ties - said it was suspending its 
search for permanent patent 
office space in Silicon Valley, 
dashing hopes of local startups. 
“It was terribly disappointing,” said 
Dave Clark, who launched a high 
tech pet products startup called 
Petzila in San Jose this year with 
his business partner Simon Milner. 
Eight months into the pet-friendly 
technology business, they say at 


least 20 percent of their energy 
has gone toward getting a pat¬ 
ent. That’s time they'd rather 
spend developing, manufactur¬ 
ing, marketing and financing their 
first product: a wall mounted sys¬ 
tem called PetziConnect that 
allows pet owners to remotely 
say hello to their dog and, at the 
click of an icon, give Fido a treat. 
“It would be a godsend if we could 
meet with a patent examiner; It 
would cut our costs and time in half, 
and cut our anxiety by 60 percent,” 
said Clark. “Nothing compares 
to a face-to-face conversation.” 
A local patent office staffed with 
as many as 150 new examiners 
would have provided entrepre¬ 
neurs with nearby staff familiar 
with high tech, and a streamlined 
process, business leaders said. 
“The more educated about the 
technology the examiners are, the 
better job they’re going to be able 
to do in figuring out what applica¬ 
tions are patent worthy and which 
should be rejected,” said senior 
patent counsel Suzanne Michel at 
Google, which has tens of thou¬ 
sands of applications pending. 
A local Congressional delega¬ 


tion is now seeking a sequestra¬ 
tion exemption for the office. 
Rep. Mike Honda, D-Calif., whose 
district includes Silicon Valley, said 
shelving the office “is going to set 
us back in terms of our own com¬ 
petitive edge, like trying to run a 
race with your ankles hobbled.” 
“It’s too bad,” said Jonah Pro¬ 
bell, who writes semiconductor 
intellectual property patents for 
a small firm in Sunnyvale, Calif. 
For now, Silicon Valley Patent Of¬ 
fice Director Michelle Lee, a for¬ 
mer Google patent law division 
head, is working out of a small, 
temporary space with just a 
handful of administrative judges 
in rooms borrowed from another 
government agency in Menlo 
Park, Calif. - not nearly enough 
to meet the needs of the region. 
Meanwhile, lawmakers and bu¬ 
reaucrats on the East Coast will 
decide when they can release 
funds to open a permanent, fully 
staffed Silicon Valley Patent Of¬ 
fice. To date, officials have said 
they plan to go ahead with it, but 
they have provided no timetable. 
“Which, who knows, that might 
be never,” said Probell.Q 
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Opening Bell: 

A September to remember to test investors’ nerves 


Activists’ funds 
growing bolder, 
but without the 
raider mindset 

MICHAEL MERCED 
JULIE CRESWELL 
© 2013 New York Times 

Microsoft executives faced 
on unusual challenge in 
April when a $12 billion 
hedge fund, ValueAct, 
announced that it had 
bought a nearly $2 billion 
stake in the company with 
the intention of shaking 
things up. 

To many analysts, the pos¬ 
sibility that ValueAct, with 
less than 1 percent of Mi¬ 
crosoft’s stock, could suc¬ 
ceed seemed improb¬ 
able at best. The firm buys 
shares in companies, hop¬ 
ing to fight for board seats 
and change the targets’ 
corporate strategies. 

But that small stake ap¬ 
pears to have had outsize 
influence. On Friday, Mi¬ 
crosoft agreed to let Val¬ 
ueAct meet regularly with 
some of its directors. And 
the hedge fund’s presi¬ 
dent, Mason Morfit, could 
join the board within sev¬ 
eral months. 

Once considered purvey¬ 
ors of a niche investment 
strategy, so-called activ¬ 
ists like ValueAct have 
leapt onto the big stage as 
hedge funds wage bolder 
battles against ever-big- 
ger corporate targets like 
Apple, leaving executives 
wondering if they could be 
next. 

Unlike their predecessors 
who often pursued aggres¬ 
sive takeovers for quick 
gains, this latest genera¬ 
tion of activists are largely 
agitating for some sort of 
long-term change - a shift 
in business strategy, a dif¬ 
ferent use of cash, even 
a complete overhaul of a 
company’s board. 

Robust returns in recent 
years and new money 
racing into these funds at 
a rate not seen in seven 
years have given activ¬ 
ist investors - as defined 
by industry experts like the 
firm Hedge Fund Research 
- a war chest of $84 billion, 
more than double the as¬ 
sets they oversaw just four 
years ago. That money has 
fueled activists’ ambitions, 
with mixed results. □ 


MAnHEW CRAFT 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Imagine 
gathering nearly every¬ 
thing that has rattled inves¬ 
tors’ nerves over the past 
four years: the European 
debt crisis, fights over the 
U.S. government’s budget 
and moves by the Federal 
Reserve. Now imagine all 


of them crammed into one 
month. 

That month? It’s Septem¬ 
ber. 

“Oh, it’s definitely going to 
be fun,” says Jason Pride, 
director of investment strat¬ 
egy at the money man¬ 
agement firm Glenmede in 
Philadelphia. 

As August wrapped up, 
trading desks and invest¬ 
ment firms looked warily at 
the lineup of events slated 
for September and warned 
clients of turbulence 
ahead. 

The Fed’s September meet¬ 
ing is when many on Wall 
Street think the central 
bank will begin winding 
down its massive bond¬ 
buying program. German 
voters will decide whether 
Ghancellor Angela Merkel 
gets another term as the 
leader of Europe’s largest 
economy. And Congress 
will be on a tight deadline 


to pass a spending bill be¬ 
fore the month ends, a pro¬ 
cess which could easily turn 
into another brawl over 
raising the government’s 
borrowing limit. 

Each item on the calendar 
could cause big swings in 
daily trading. And collec¬ 
tively, they could make an 
often dangerous month for 


the market even more vol¬ 
atile. 

“Right now, we’re probably 
in the lull that precedes the 
storm,” says Mark Luschini, 
the chief investment strate¬ 
gist at Janney Montgomery 
Scott in Pittsburgh. 
September has often been 
a cruel month for the stock 
market, which gives it a su¬ 
perstitious power for some 
investors. Since 1945, the 
Standard & Poor’s 500 in¬ 
dex has slumped nearly six 
out of every 10 Septem¬ 
bers, with an average loss 
of 0.6 percent. 

This one could be much 
worse, investors say. Luschi¬ 
ni and others think the S&P 
500 could slump more than 
9 percent below the record 
high of 1,709.67, reached 
Aug. 2. 

On the bright side, the 
same people who think the 
market is likely headed for 
a rough stretch in the com¬ 


ing weeks also think it won’t 
last. Even good years have 
bad months. 

THE FED MEETING. SEPT. 18 
First up, it’s the Fed meet¬ 
ing that everybody on Wall 
Street spent the summer 
talking about. Conven¬ 
tional wisdom says that the 
Fed will announce plans to 
trim its monthly purchases 


of bonds from $85 billion to 
around $75 billion. It would 
be the Fed’s first step to¬ 
ward winding down the 
$3 trillion bond-buying pro¬ 
gram launched during the 
financial crisis. 

There’s trepidation about 
the move — known as “ta¬ 
pering” — because the 
Fed’s efforts have held 
down borrowing rates, a 
boon to the once-devas¬ 
tated housing market. 
Minutes from the Fed’s July 
meeting showed “broad 
support” for scaling back. 
But there was nothing 
about how much. 

The danger is that the Fed 
scales back much more 
than expected, says Glen¬ 
mede’ s Pride. Maybe, for 
instance, the Fed will buy 
$55 billion each month. 
“Markets will react as if 
the Fed is slamming on the 
breaks,” he says. 

Barring any big surprises. 


however, investors will likely 
take the Fed’s next move in 
stride, says Sam Stovall, the 
chief equity strategist at 
S&P Capital IQ. 

GERMAN ELECTIONS. 

SEPT. 22 

Remember the European 
debt crisis? From late 2009 
until last year, worries about 
Greece, Spain or another 


of the continent’s troubled 
economies would flare up 
and send the U.S. stock 
market into a tailspin. 

This year has been differ¬ 
ent. France and Germany 
helped tug the eurozone 
out of an 18-month reces¬ 
sion this spring. A closely 
watched survey recently 
showed business activ¬ 
ity rising for four months 
straight. U.S. investors who 
used to keep close tabs on 
Europe’s bond markets for 
signs of trouble now look to 
the region for investment 
ideas. 

Germany’s elections on 
Sept. 22 will likely push Eu¬ 
rope back into the spot¬ 
light, if only because of 
what happens afterward. 
Analysts expect that the 
new German government 
will take up long-awaited 
reforms for the eurozone, 
the 17 countries that use 
the euro currency. □ 



Jason Hardzewicz, a floor official and trader for Barclays, works at his post on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange in New York. 
Imagine gathering nearly everything that has rattled investors’ nerves over the past four years and cramming them all into one 
month: that month is here. 

(AP Photo/Bebeto Matthews) 
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Sommers Column: 

In this risky environment, no need to duck - just diversify 


JEFF SOMMER 
© 2013 New York Times 

It’s a very risky environment 
for the markets right now. 
It’s also a very good time 
to be an investor. 

These two propositions 
may seem contradictory, 
but they’re not - at least in 
the view of David P. Kelly, 
chief global strategist at JP 
Morgan Funds. 

“There are many problems 
in the economy and in the 
markets, certainly," Kelly 
said in an interview. Short¬ 
term losses could easily 
be on the way, and they 
could be painful. “But the 
answer for a long-term in¬ 
vestor isn’t to avoid risk," he 
said. “It is to be extremely 
diversified - and to invest in 
equities. You’re likely to do 
much better that way than 
if you stay out of the mar¬ 
kets.” 

Still, he concedes, it’s very 
easy to make the case 
that the factors affecting 
the stock, bond, currency 
and commodity markets 
are spectacularly harrow¬ 
ing at the moment. 

Just consider some of the 
more obvious problems. 
The prospect of Western 
military intervention in Syria 
has rattled the markets, 
sending oil and gold prices 
higher, driving down the 
value of emerging-market 
currencies and stocks and 
unsettling the stock and 
bond markets in the United 
States. 

In Washington, the fiscal 
clock is ticking toward 
two irksome deadlines. 
At the end of September, 
the federal government 
will run out of money un¬ 
less Congress takes action, 
and even if it does, the 
government will hit its debt 
ceiling in mid-October, the 
Treasury says. At that point, 
unless there is a meeting of 
the minds in Congress and 
the White House, the Unit¬ 
ed States won’t be able 
to pay all of its bills, and it 
could default on its debt. 
And in mid-September, the 
Federal Reserve is widely 
expected to begin reduc¬ 
ing its $85 billion monthly 
purchases of fixed-income 
securities, in a move known 
as “the taper." Longer- 


term interest rates have al¬ 
ready begun to rise in an¬ 
ticipation. 

The prospect of Fed action 
has sporadically unsettled 
the markets, playing a role 
in the sell-off of emerging- 
market debt and raising 
fears of a vicious feedback 
loop, in which bond prices, 
currencies and the real 
economies in countries like 
India, Turkey and Indone¬ 
sia plummet and threaten 
to spread contagion else¬ 
where around the world. 
This is not a pretty picture, 
and Kelly doesn’t claim 
that it is.Current valuations 
suggest that developed- 
market equities are a bet¬ 
ter buy than developed- 
market bonds, Kelly said, 
and will remain so for sev¬ 
eral years even if interest 
rates rise. One valuation 
measure points this out: the 
difference between the 
yield on 10-year sovereign 
bonds, like U.S. Treasurys 
or German Bunds, and the 



Although markets and economies around the world face much 
short-term instability, some say it can still be a good time to in¬ 
vest in stocks. 

(Koren Shadmi/The New York Times) 


earnings yield on equities. 
(The earnings yield is earn¬ 
ings per share divided by 
the current share price; it is 
the inverse of the price-to- 
earnings ratio, or P/E.) 

Using this measure, the U.S. 
stock market remains quite 
attractive. The difference 
between the 10-year yield 
and the earnings yield 
is now 4.25 percentage 
points. German stocks are 
even more appealing, ac¬ 
cording to this metric, he 
said, with a comparable 
figure of 7.1 percentage 
points. And because he 
believes that both the Ger¬ 
man and U.S. economies 
are strengthening, Kelly fa¬ 
vors overweighting invest¬ 
ments in their stock mar¬ 
kets while underweighting 
investments in their bond 
markets.But, he said, he 
didn’t want “to oversell 
the probabilities of any 
one investment being suc¬ 
cessful in a given period of 
time.’’Q 


Ethiopian Airlines says Dreamliner boosted profits 



An Ethiopian Airlines’ Boeing 787 Dreamliner prepares to take 
off from Addis Ababa airport in Ethiopia. Ethiopian Airlines has 
made a record profit, the company’s chief executive officer 
said this weekend. 


KIRUBELTADESSE 
Associated Press 
ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia (AP) 

— Ethiopian Airlines has 
made a record profit, the 
company’s chief executive 
officer said this weekend. 
Tewolde Gebremariam 
partly credited the profit¬ 
ability of Ethiopian Airlines 
to Boeing’s problematic 
787 planes. He said the 
company’s operating prof¬ 
it between July 2012 and 


(AP Photo/Elias Asmare) 

June 2013 is 2.7 billion birr 
($143,137,098) from a billion 
birr ($53,013,740) the previ¬ 
ous financial year. 

Citing unaudited compa¬ 
ny accounts Tewolde said 
that the company’s net 
profits also surged during 
the period to 2.03 billion birr 
($107,617,892) from 734 mil¬ 
lion birr ($39,230,167) of the 
previous year, a 178 per¬ 
cent increase. 

Tewolde said the perfor¬ 


mance is a result of “ex¬ 
ceptionally dedicated em¬ 
ployees” and the Boeing 
787 planes he described as 
super-efficient. He said the 
planes helped the compa¬ 
ny save on fuel costs. 

In January, Dreamliner’s 
around the world were 
grounded because of 
overheating lithium batter¬ 
ies. Ethiopian Airlines was 
the first to get the plane 
back in the air, on April 
27. In early July one of the 
company’s 787 planes was 
damaged by a fire while 
parked at London Heath¬ 
row airport.The plane had 
been parked for about 10 
hours when a worker in the 
control tower saw smoke 
coming out, and activated 
a crash alarm. 

British air safety officials 
have subsequently recom¬ 
mended that emergency 
transmitters on Boeing 787s 
should be disabled after 
finding that one of the 
squat orange boxes was 
the only thing with enough 
power to start a fire in the 
scorched tail section of the 
787. 


Tewolde said Ethiopian Air 
would have been even 
more profitable, if it had 
not been for incidents in¬ 
volving the 787 planes. 
“Definitely the incidents 
and grounding have some 
impact. We were very for¬ 
tunate that coinciden¬ 
tally the grounding of the 
planes were in what we 
call slack season . it’s a 
slow demand season. So 
were able to minimize the 
level of the impact,” said 
Tewolde.He insisted the 
Dreamliner’s are “the fu¬ 
ture of the aviation" and 
his company is sticking with 
plans to buy five more of 
the planes and lease three 
others.“Whenever we in¬ 
troduce the aircraft in any 
route, the load factor im¬ 
mediately increases, which 
means our customers love 
the plane, they are enjoy¬ 
ing its features," Tewolde 
said.He said the incidents 
with the Dreamliner are 
part of a natural teething 
period “which is not un¬ 
usual for a technologically 
game- changing aircraft 
such as the Dreamliner." □ 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 True statement 
5 Early butterfly 
growth stage 
10 Custard pie 

14 “_was I ere I 
saw Elba” 

15 Homer classic 

16 Gray wolf 

17 Cruel 

18 Triumphant 

20 Begley & Asner 

21 Actor Gregory 

22 Hollow inside 

23 Make points 

25 Rail systems 

26 Singer Pearl _ 
28 Remained 

31 Not qualified 

32 Hot and tangy 
34 Distance 

around a track 

36 Make a tiny cut 

37 Get on the 
scale 

38 Greek cheese 

39 Rush 

40 March or May 

41 Subdued 

42 Youngest 
brother of 
Prince Charles 

44 Hug 

45 Help 

46 Hayes or Hunt 

47 Mass of bees 

50 _ up; absorb 

51 Suit accessory 
54 Islamabad 

residents 

57 Floor pads 

58 “See no 
hear no...” 

59 Got up 

60 Get ready, for 
short 

61 Declare untrue 

62 Gingrich’s 
namesakes 

63 Choir song 

DOWN 

1 Renown 

2 In the sack 

3 _ ads; section 
of a newspaper 

4 _-gallon hat; 
cowboy’s item 
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5 Place for the 
feeding and 
care of horses 

6 Wonderland 
visitor 

7 Actor Schroder 

8 Brewer’s tub 

9 Hoopla 

10 Shoddily built 

11 Closed circle 

12 Lie next to 

13 Too inquisitive 

19 Pass along 

21 Robert Frost or 
Walt Whitman 

24 Cut with shears 

25 Engrave 

26 Shrub 

27 little Orphan 

28 Breath of relief 

29 _ school; 
early place of 
learning 

30 Calendar boxes 

32 Transmit 

33 Deep hole 

35 Cushions 

37 Give one’s _; 
promise 


38 Rider’s fee 

40 Injures 

41 Discussion 

43 With caution 

44 Discontinues 

46 Raise 

47 Drove too fast 

48 Whitecap, e.g. 

49 Related 


50 Winter flakes 

52 Article; object 

53 Sports 
network 

55 Light brown 

56 “Roses _ red, 
violets...” 

57 Speedometer 
letters 


©2013 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King FcaUircs Syndicate, Inc. 
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Nixon interviewer David Frost is dead at 74 


BRIAN STELTER 
© 2013 New York Times 

David Frost, the iconoclas¬ 
tic British broadcaster best 
known for interviewing for¬ 
mer President Richard M. 
Nixon otter he resigned 
from office in disgrace, 
died Saturday night. He 


newsmaker interviews for 
Al-Jozeero English, one of 
the BBC’s main competi¬ 
tors overseas. 

“His conversations with his 
guests elicited both news 
lines and o unique insight 
into their lives,” said Al 
Anstey, the managing di- 


Dovid Porodine Frost was 
born April 7, 1939, in Ten- 
terden, England, to Mono 
and W. J. Porodine Frost. 
His father was o Methodist 
minister. While o student. 
Frost edited both o student 
newspaper and o liter¬ 
ary publication at Cam¬ 
bridge University, where he 
showed o great talent for 
satire - something the BBC 
soon capitalized on. 

In 1962, Frost became the 
host of “That Was the Week 
That Was,” o satirical look 
of the news on Saturday 
nights. While it lasted for 
only two seasons in Britain, 
“TW3,” os it was known, 
was reborn briefly os o pro¬ 
gram on NBC in the United 
States, and it is remem¬ 
bered os o forerunner to 
“The Doily Show” and the 
“Weekend Update” seg¬ 
ment on NBC’s “Saturday 
Night Live.” After “TW3,” 
Frost hosted o succession 
of programs in Britain, from 
gome shows to intellectu¬ 
ally rigorous talk shows.Q 



Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

GOLD Season 

Oceanside $10k Ocean view $9500 
Oceanfront $15,000 
3BEDRM OV $15,000 

Platinum Season 

Ocean view $18k Oceanside $19k 
Oceanfront $29k 3 BEDRM $29k 
Plat Plus Holiday 51 OV-$42k 
Plat Plus NY 52 OV-$49k 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

Platinum 2B Oceanview $19k 
Oceanfront PLAT$29k 
Platinum 1B0V $12,500 
Gold season 2B OV $10,000 
Oceanfront 2B $17,000 
1B Oceanfront $9,500 

La Cabana Beach & 

Racquet Club 

“Preferred Resale Company** 
ALL summer & fall weeks 
starting at $3k 

Studio, 1Bdrm & 2Bdrm available. 

WE NEED SELLERS!! 

Divi, Costa Linda & Playa Linda 
We also RENT Aruba 
weeks for owners. 


We can help you BUY, SELL or 
RENT any timeshare property. 
www.conciergerealty.com 
Julie Miller LicAgentx 111 
Michelle Donato Lie Broker x101 
mlchelledonato@cfl.rr.com 
321-206-6293 or 888-888-2204 



David Frost, left, talks with former President Richard Nixon in this 
March 1977 b/w file photo prior to the taping of his interview 
with the former President. Veteran broadcaster David Frost, 
who won fame around the world for his interview with former 
President Richard Nixon, has died, his family told the BBC. He 
was 74. (AP Photo, File) 

was 74. rector of Al-Jozeero Eng- 

His death, which was on- lish. 


nounced in o statement 
by the Frost family to the 
BBC, was confirmed by o 
spokesman for Al-Jozeero 
English, where Frost hosted 
on interview program. The 
statement said Frost died, 
possibly of o heart attack, 
while aboard the Queen 
Elizabeth cruise ship, where 
he was scheduled to give 
o speech. 

Frost hod just moved to o 
home close to Oxford, ac¬ 
cording to Richard Brock, 
his executive producer at 
Al-Jazeero English. He also 
hod o home in London. 
Known for incisive inter¬ 
views of leading public fig¬ 
ures, Frost spent more than 
50 years in television. Since 
2006, he has conducted 


Among his guests on Al- 
Jozeero were President 
George Bush, George 
Clooney and the tennis 
star Martino Navratilova. 
One of his first interviews for 
Al-Jozeero mode head¬ 
lines when his guest Tony 
Blair agreed with Frost’s as¬ 
sessment that the Iraq war 
hod, up until that point in 
2006, “been pretty much of 
o disaster.” More recently, 
in 2011, Frost sot with Don¬ 
ald H. Rumsfeld, the former 
defense secretary. 

A new season of Frost’s 
program, “The Frost Inter¬ 
view,” began in July with 
the astronaut Buzz Aldrin. 
The season was scheduled 
to continue through mid- 
September. 
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Paradise Beach Villas 
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250K US 1 mile from beach, 
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Open area vault ceiling central 
air, water heater, security 
system 
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+1702 862 0711 USA 
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PHARMACY 


House at Safir 

close to the high rise hotels at 
a very reduced price, 3 bedr, 2 baths 
Plot:7:15m2 
Built-up area:191 m2 
Call:593-7118 
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FOR SALE 
Time-Share Resales 
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Marrictt Ocean Club 

1 br Geld wk 18/50 ccean view 

Price: $8500 

Call:(297)562-0712 

ichnnvpaesch@amail.ccm 

26 years exp. free listings 
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FOR SALE 
Time-Share Resales 

frem cwners 
Renaissance Suites 
1 brwk 33/34 Rccm#2543 
pccl/ccean view (Fri) 

Price: $6500 each 

Call:(297)562-0712 

ichnnvpaesch@amail.ccm 

26 years exp. free listings 


O'STAD: Trupial Tel. 583-8560 
S. NICOLAS: San Lucas Tel: 584-5119 

SERVICES 

INFORMATION 118 

SETAR 582-2116 
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TAXI-TAS 587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 588-0035 
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SERVICE ARUBA 583-3232 

CRUISESHIP 


Aruba Aiport 
American Airline 
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Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


524-2424 

582-2700 
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588-1900 

588-9314 
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588-4272 

583- 7674 


FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 
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FOR SALE 
Time-Share Resales 

from owners 

La Cabana Beach Resort 
1 brwk 34 Room #108C 
pool/ocean view (Sun) 

Price: $3500 

Call:(297)562-0712 

iohnnvpaesch@amail.com 

26 years exp. free listings 
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New moon probe raises questions 
about what to do next in space 



Engineers at a NASA site in Virginia preparing an unmanned 
cratt for its moon mission, which is set to start Friday. 


Terry Zaperach/NASA 


By CAROLINE CHEN 

The last moon mission on 
NASA's current schedule — 
o small, unmanned space¬ 
craft that will study moon 
dust and the lunar atmo¬ 
sphere — is scheduled 
to launch on Friday from 
Wallops Island, Va., elat¬ 
ing scientists who study the 
moon but highlighting po¬ 
litical questions about what 
NASA should do next. 

The Smart Car-size space¬ 
craft, which NASA calls 
the Lunar Atmosphere and 
Dust Environment Explorer, 
will take 30 days to get into 
orbit around the moon, 
spend the next 30 days 
checking its equipment 
and proceed with scientific 
work for 100 days, search¬ 
ing for water molecules in 
the atmosphere and gath¬ 
ering data about the curi¬ 
ous substance known as 
lunar dust. Then the probe, 
which goes by the acro¬ 
nym Ladee (pronounced 
laddie), will take a death 
plunge into the rocky sur¬ 
face of the subject it is 
studying. 

The results of the scientific 
program could be help¬ 
ful in preparing for future 
manned missions to the 
moon. Although NASA cur¬ 
rently does not have such 
plans, some members of 
Congress have called on 
the space agency to return 
to the moon rather than 
pursuing its current space 


objectives. 

Although there is wide 
agreement that NASA 
should ultimately aim for a 
manned flight to Mars, that 
goal is far off. The more im¬ 
mediate plan, which has 
been criticized on Capitol 
Hill, is to capture an as¬ 
teroid and tow it closer to 
home so astronauts can 
visit it. 

But NASA has contin¬ 
ued sending unmanned 
spacecraft to the moon; 
the coming mission will be 
the third to go there in five 
years. While scientists are 
excited about what the 
experiment may yield, they 
are also concerned about 
the absence of future 
moon voyages on NASA's 
schedule. 

“If you're going to fly this 
mission with the goal of 
understanding the atmo¬ 
sphere and how dust might 
affect future human mis¬ 
sions, and you don't have 
the future human missions, 
then part of the reason for 
the mission disappears," 
said David Kring, senior 
staff scientist at the Lunar 
and Planetary Institute, a 
NASA-financed research 
institute in Houston. 

Even if NASA sits on the side¬ 
lines, traffic to the moon will 
be busy. China announced 
last week that it would land 
its first exploratory rover 
on the moon by the end 
of the year. India, Japan, 


Russia and the European 
Space Agency also have 
unmanned missions in the 
works. And Google is spon¬ 
soring a competition called 
the Lunar X Prize, offering 
up to $20 million to the first 
company that can send a 
robotic spacecraft to the 
moon by 2015 and make it 
perform certain tasks. 

The Ladee spacecraft was 
conceived when NASA was 
also planning new manned 
missions to the moon, which 
would have been the first 
since 1972. But the Obama 
administration canceled 
that program, called Con¬ 
stellation, in 2010, calling it 
over budget and behind 
schedule. Ladee stayed in 
the pipeline. 

The spacecraft will search 
for water in the very thin 
lunar atmosphere, which is 
estimated to be 1 /100,000th 
the density of Earth's, per¬ 
haps similar to Mercury's. 
Scientists want to find out 
how the ice on the moon's 
poles managed to get 
there, said Richard Elphic, 
project scientist for the mis¬ 
sion. They speculate that 
water molecules in the 
moon's atmosphere may 
have migrated toward the 
poles and frozen in place, 
he said. 

Evidence of water below 
the moon's surface was 
discovered in recent years 
by a NASA-financed instru¬ 
ment aboard an Indian 
spacecraft, Chandray- 
aan-1. Data collected from 
the coming mission could 
help complete the picture 
of the moon's water cycle. 


By MIKE STOBBE 
AP Medical Writer 
ATLANTA (AP) - When the 
HPV vaccine was first rec¬ 
ommended for boys, health 
officials worried it would be 
an unusually hard sell. But 
a new report suggests that 
might not be the case. 
About 1 in 5 boys got at 
least one of the recom¬ 
mended three doses last 
year, relatively good for a 
new vaccine aimed at ad¬ 
olescents. 


Dr. Elphic said. 

The orbiter will also exam¬ 
ine the movements of lu¬ 
nar dust. “Dust” is a bit of 
a misnomer, the scientists 
said: the crushed debris is 
extremely fine but also has 
jagged, sharp edges, since 
there is no wind or water on 
the moon's surface to wear 
it down. 

“It's certainly more annoy¬ 
ing than terrestrial dust,” 
said Sarah Noble, program 
scientist for the mission. “It's 
like shards of glass, and it 
sticks to everything. If it gets 
into your eyes or your skin, 
it’s abrasive and it hurts. It 
also really gums up ma¬ 
chinery.” 

The dust poses a risk to ro¬ 
bots and humans alike, 
as it can wreak havoc on 
equipment and spacesuits. 
Understanding the way the 
dust moves through the at¬ 
mosphere will help scien¬ 
tists better prepare for lon¬ 
ger missions on the moon. 
Dr. Elphic said. 

Not everyone agrees that 
dust is a major concern. 
“Dust on the lunar surface 
does not pose a serious risk 
to future lunar exploration,” 
Dr. Kring said, pointing out 
that astronauts managed 
to survive the dust without 
major problems. But he still 
saw value in the dust in¬ 
quiry, saying, “We always 
want to reduce the risk, 
and to understand the dust 
phenomenon in and of it¬ 
self is worthwhile." 

NASA said the launching 
would break technological 
ground. Previously, space¬ 
craft were custom-made 


The shots are largely intend¬ 
ed not to protect boys from 
disease, but to stop them 
from spreading a sexu¬ 
ally transmitted virus to girls 
that could cause cervical 
cancer.The vaccine hasn't 
been very popular among 
girls. The government re¬ 
port issued Thursday is the 
first real sense of how many 
boys are getting the shots. 
“It’s a good start,” said 
Shannon Stokley, a vacci¬ 
nation expert with the Cen¬ 


ter each mission and the 
models were not reusable. 
But this spacecraft was 
designed for assembly-line 
production, so that future 
missions could save money 
by using identical compo¬ 
nents. 

The spacecraft’s design 
and construction cost $125 
million out of a mission 
price of $250 million, said 
Dwayne Brown, a NASA 
spokesman. If the same de¬ 
sign were used again, Mr. 
Brown said, NASA estimates 
that the cost would drop 
to $90 million for the first 
spacecraft and then over 
time to $55 million each. At 
the moment, though, NASA 
does not have other proj¬ 
ects lined up to reuse the 
model, he said. 

The spacecraft will ride on 
the maiden voyage of the 
Minotaur V rocket built by 
the Orbital Sciences Cor¬ 
poration, one of several pri¬ 
vate contractors NASA has 
turned to in recent years 
to supply rockets for its mis¬ 
sions. The launching will be 
the first lunar mission for 
Orbital, as well as the first 
moon journey departing 
from Wallops Island. 

In 2009 and 2011, Orbital 
lost two NASA satellites in 
failed launching of its Tau¬ 
rus XL rocket, costing the 
agency more than $600 
million. 

For this mission to succeed, 
Ladee will need to launch, 
separate from the Mino¬ 
taur W, and insert itself into 
lunar orbit. Then, NASA 
will be able to begin its 
experiments.Q 


ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention. 

Introduced in 2006, the 
vaccine protects against 
human papillomavirus, 
which is spread during sex. 
Most infections go away on 
their own, without people 
developing symptoms. But 
the virus can cause cervi¬ 
cal cancer in females, gen¬ 
ital warts in both sexes, and 
some other, less common 
conditions like throat and 
anal cancer. □ 


HPV vaccine for boys has ‘good start’ in 1st year 
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NYC music fest canceled after 2 drug-linked deaths 


NEW YORK (AP) — The last 
day of a New York City 
dance music festival fea¬ 
turing high-profile acts in¬ 
cluding Avicii, David Guet- 
ta and Dipio was canceled 
Sunday after the deaths 
of two attendees and the 
hospitalizations of several 
others, apparently linked to 
drugs. 

The city said it recom¬ 
mended that the Electric 
Zoo festival end early after 
the deaths and illnesses 
during the first two days of 
performances on Friday 
and Saturday. 

The festival took place on 
Randall’s Island in the East 
River. 

“The Electric Zoo organizers 
have worked with city offi¬ 
cials to reduce health risks 
at this event, but in view 
of these occurrences, the 
safest course is to cancel 
the remaining day of the 
event," the city said. 

Police identified those who 
died as Jeffrey Russ, 23, of 
Rochester, New York, and 


Olivia Rotondo, 20, of Provi¬ 
dence, Rhode Island. 

Russ was pronounced 
dead at Harlem Hospital 
around 3:20 a.m. Saturday, 
police said. He had been 
brought to the hospital 
from the festival. 

Rotondo was token to 
Metropolitan Hospital lat¬ 
er Saturday, around 8:45 
p.m., and was pronounced 
dead shortly afterward, po¬ 
lice said. 

The city says the deaths ap¬ 
pear to have been linked to 
drugs, specifically MDMA, 
or ecstasy. A spokeswom¬ 
an for the city medical ex¬ 
aminer said autopsy results 
were inconclusive and fur¬ 
ther toxicology and tissue 
testing is needed. 

The event’s founders. 
Made Event, expressed 
condolences on its web¬ 
site to the families of those 
who died.“Because there 
is nothing more important 
to us than our patrons, we 
have decided in consul¬ 
tation with the New York 



Swedish DJ, remixer and record producer Avicii poses for a portrait, on Friday, August 30, 2013 in 
New York. 

Associated Press 

City Parks Department that The festival has been held It draws sizable crowds to 
there will be no show to- over the Labor Day holi- hear artists performing on 
day,” the statement said. day weekend since 2009. multiple stages.Q 




Aruhiba Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 


fs a matter of prestige and quality... 


Present this ad and receive a FREE Arubiha Cigar 


4 





ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest 
export product of Aruba, locally 
produced hand rolled cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are produced 
and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold Premium 
Cuban Cigars, and now he is growing 
his own tobacco crops. After many 
attempts and trips to Santo Domingo 
and Cuba, he started his own 
production and cultivation of Aruhiba 
Cigars in Aruba. The whole process 
took him 10 years to perfect. Petrocchi 
dedication to the cigars is important for 
the moulding and process of making a 

perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine 
cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the international markets as well. With any purchase of 
$20 and up you receive a free “Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars get 1 FREE 
for only $37. They open from Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on Sundays 
from 9 am to 1 pm. Aruhiba cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort and at 
well-known cigar stores. Aruhiba gift boxes are now available at Dufry Shop at the Airport. 

For their complete selection and attractive by 
the box prices visit their retail store. Tours 
are also available at their Tobacco farm 
where their cigars are grown and rolled. 


For a group or private tour, call 586 0347 - 
593 6177 or send them an email at 
aruhibacigars@gmail.com 
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Director: ‘Night Moves’ not a poiiticai statement 




COLLEEN BARRY 
Associated Press (AP) — In¬ 
die filmmaker Kelly Reich- 
ardt, for the sake of her 
dog, drives bock and forth 
between her New York 
home and the Oregonian 
landscape that shapes her 
films, noting along the way 
the increasing toll of indus¬ 
trialization. The observation 
has relevance for her latest 
film, “Night Moves,” which 
tells the story of three young 
environmentalists who plot 
to blow up on Oregon 
dam choking o stream 
and flooding old forests. 
The plotline puts front and 
center the issue of eco-ter- 
rorism — o term that Reich- 
ordt does not endorse. “I 
would coll it direct activ¬ 
ism,” Reichordt said in on 
interview Saturday ahead 
of the film's world premiere 
in competition of the Ven¬ 
ice Film Festival. “But if 
there is radicalism, I guess 
I would soy it is on behalf 
of the corporations. When 
I drive cross-country and I 
see the face of America, 
to me it feels radical in how 
little remains untouched.” 
“Nightmoves,” o thriller of 
heart, but with Reichordt’s 
thoughtful pacing, stars 
Jesse Eisenberg, Dakota 
Fanning and Peter Sors- 
goord os environmentalists 
who hove chosen o radi¬ 
cal — and perilous — ac¬ 
tion to protest environmen¬ 
tal degradation. 

Reichordt films in detail 
os the three organize the 
bombing, revealing the 
edginess of Eisenberg’s 


Josh, the almost 
carefree calm of 
Fanning’s Deno 
and the cava¬ 
lier daring in Sor- 
goord’s Harmon 
os they buy o 
boot, figure out 
how to get an¬ 
other 500 pounds 
of ammonium 
nitrate fertilizer 
and prepare the 
explosives. They 
are alternately 
meticulous and 
careless. 

“These ore not 
professionals” 

Reichordt said. 

“Harmon has o 
sort of cosuol- 
ness that mokes 
him danger¬ 
ous and Deno is 
of on age that 
mokes her so self- 
assured, at least 
of the beginning.” She de¬ 
scribes Josh os “o pretty 
dork character. He has o 
lot to feel really, really right 
about, and that can be 
dangerous.” 

Reichordt insists the film 
is not a meant to moke a 
political statement. Rather 
“it’s really a character film, 
and just based on what I 
think would be the conver¬ 
sation of our time.” 

And she deflects questions 
about whether she reveals 
details that might be useful 
to would-be copycats. 
“There was so much on the 
Internet, if you wanted a 
manual,” she said during 
a press conference. “I am 




Actress Dakota Fanning, director Keiiy Reichordt and actor Jesse Eisenberg pose for photographers on the 
red carpet for the screening of the film Night Moves at the 70th edition of the Venice Film Festival held from 


Aug. 28 through Sept. 7, in Venice, Italy, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2013. 


not sure the film celebrates 
the glory. It is about the 
complexity of radicals, and 
I think the downsides are 
equally weighed.” 

The scenery informs this 
movie, as in all of Reich- 
ardt’s work, and Fanning 
said filming on location 
brought the dilemmas 
home to her. “There is a 
scene when they are on 
the boat going through 
a tree grave yard, with 
stumps sticking out of the 
water. They used to be 
trees, but the dam has 
changed the level of the 
water,” Fanning said in 
an interview. Fanning said 
she could understand the 
characters’ frustration with 


general apathy in the face 
of environmental destruc¬ 
tion, but she also said she 
how small projects can 
make a difference when 
she was invited recently on 
a tour of five African na¬ 
tions with former President 
Bill Clinton’s foundation. 

“I think the three charac¬ 
ters are all looking for that 
kind of connected feeling 
and this is their way of feel¬ 
ing plugged into the world, 
and plugged into the 
movement and activism,” 
she said. “Their maybe rash 
choice is from a place of 
just wanting to feel a part 
of it, and kind of being an¬ 
noyed at the rest of the 
people around them that 


Beetle Bailey creator 
honored on 90th 


In this Aug. 16, 2010 file photo, Mort Walker, the artist and 
author of the Beetle Bailey comic strip, speaks about his 
decades of work and experiences at his studio in Stamford, 
Conn. Associated Press 


his dog, Otto, Gen. Amos 
Halftrack and Miss Buxley 


has more than 200 million 
readers in 52 countries. □ 


Associated Press 

they are not seeing it.” 

“I think it happens with all 
kinds of different things and 
not just activism. I certainly 
have moments where I’m 
like, ‘Am I the only person 
who feels this way? Seri¬ 
ously?,” Fanning said. 
Eisenberg worked for sev¬ 
eral months on the organic 
farm that was Reichardt’s 
starting point for the film, 
living in a yurt and work¬ 
ing in cabbage fields — an 
experience that helped 
the actor connect with his 
character’s motives. 

“It just gives you a different 
sense of living,” Eisenberg 
said. “When you are plant¬ 
ing the food that you eat, 
you feel a direct sense with 
interacting with the world 
for practical reasons, and 
alternatively you are feel¬ 
ing disgusted by a lot of 
modernity just by being 
separate from it. That is 
what my character is main¬ 
ly driven by. “My character 
thinks of himself as a soldier 
in a war fighting what he 
views as modern society 
that’s been co-opted by 
business and technology,” 
he said. “I suppose there is 
a kind of irony if he is fight¬ 
ing to create a more beau¬ 
tiful, peaceful and sustain¬ 
able environment, but do¬ 
ing it through kind of dan¬ 
gerous means. He views his 
acts as right and just, and 
he views the damage as 
collateral damage. “□ 


birthday 


STAMFORD, Connecticut 
(AP) — Beetle Bailey was 
known to be a lazy Army 
private, but the creator of 
the popular comic strip is 
getting accolades from 
top military brass and oth¬ 
ers as he celebrates his 
90th birthday. 

Cartoonist Mort Walker 
is receiving good wishes 
from Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Chairman Gen. Martin 
Dempsey, Connecticut 
Gov. Dannel P. Malloy, 


New York Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, Dolly Parton 
and Prince Albert II of Mo¬ 
naco. 

Walker’s birthday is Sept. 3. 
He lives in Stamford, Con¬ 
necticut. 

He told The Associated 
Press in 2010 as the comic 
strip marked its 60th anni¬ 
versary that he would con¬ 
tinue with his creation until 
he’s no longer able. 

The comic strip featuring 
Beetle Bailey, Sarge and 
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One Great Big War 



Rebattling The Battle Of The Sexes 



DAVID BROOKS 
© 2013 New York Times 

What’s the biggest threat to 
world peace right now? De¬ 
spite the horror, it’s not chemical 
weapons in Syria. It’s not even, 
for the moment, on Iranian nu¬ 
clear weapon. Instead, it’s the 
possibility of o wove of sectarian 
strife building across the Middle 
East. 

The Syrian civil conflict is both 
o proxy war and o combustion 
point for spreading waves of vio¬ 
lence. This didn’t start out os o 
religious war. But both Sunni and 
Shiite power players ore seizing 
on religious symbols and sowing 
sectarian passions that ore rip¬ 
pling across the region. The Saudi 
and Iranian powers hover in the 
background fueling each side. 
As the death toll in Syria rises to 
Rwondo-like proportions, images 
of moss killings draw holy warriors 
from countries near and for. The 
radical groups ore the most ef¬ 
fective fighters and control the 
tempo of events. The Syrian op¬ 
position groups ore themselves 
split violently along sectarian 
lines so that the country seems to 
face o choice between anarchy 
and atrocity. 

Meanwhile, the strife appears to 
be spreading. Sunni-Shiite vio¬ 
lence in Iraq is spiking upward. 
Reports in The New York Times 
and elsewhere hove said that 
many Iraqis fear their country is 
sliding bock to the worst of the 
chaos experienced in the post 
decade. Even Turkey, Pakistan, 
Bahrain and Kuwait could be in¬ 
fected. 

“It could become o regional 
religious war similar to that wit¬ 
nessed in Iraq 2006-2008, but 
for wider and without the mod¬ 
erating influence of American 
forces,’’ wrote Gory Groppo, o 
retired senior Foreign Service of¬ 
ficer with long experience in the 
region. 

“It has become clear over the 
lost year that the upheavals in 
the Islamic and Arab world hove 
become o clash within o civiliza¬ 
tion rather than o clash between 
civilizations,’’ Anthony Cordes- 
man of the Center for Strategic 
and International Studies wrote 
recently. “The Sunni versus Alawi- 
te civil war in Syria is increasingly 
interacting with the Sunni versus 
Shiite tensions in the Gulf that are 
edging Iraq back towards civil 
war. They also interact with the 
Sunni-Shiite, Moronite and other 
confessional struggles in Leba¬ 
non.’’ 

Some experts even say that we 
are seeing the emergence of a 
single big conflict that could be 


port of a generation-long devo¬ 
lution, which could end up top¬ 
pling regimes and redrawing 
the national borders that were 
established after World War I. 
The forces ripping people into 
polarized groups seem stronger 
than the forces bringing them 
together. 

It is pretty clear that the recent 
U.S. strategy of light-footprint 
withdrawal and nation-building 
at home has not helped matters. 
The United States could have left 
more troops in Iraq and tamped 
down violence there. We could 
have intervened in Syria back 
when there was still something to 
be done and some reasonable 
opposition to mold. 

At this late hour, one question 
is whether the sectarian fire has 
grown so hot that it is beyond 
taming. The second question is 
whether the United States has 
any strategy to limit the confla¬ 
gration. 

Right now. President Barack 
Obama is focused on the immi¬ 
nent strike against the Assad re¬ 
gime, to establish U.S. credibility 
when it sets red lines and rein¬ 
force the norm that poison gas is 
not acceptable. 

But the president does have the 
makings of a broader anti-sec¬ 
tarian strategy. He has at least 
three approaches on the table. 
The first is containment: trying 
to keep each nation’s civil strife 
contained within its own borders. 
The second is reconciliation: 
looking for diplomatic opportu¬ 
nities to bring the Sunni axis, led 
by the Saudis, toward some rap¬ 
prochement with the Shiite axis, 
led by Iran. So far, there have 
been few diplomatic opportuni¬ 
ties to do this. 

Finally, there is neutrality: The na¬ 
tions in the Sunni axis are contin¬ 
ually asking the United States to 
simply throw in with them, to use 
the CIA and other U.S. capaci¬ 
ties to help the Sunnis beat back 
their rivals. The administration 
has decided that taking sides so 
completely is not on effective 
long-term option. 

Going forward, there probably 
has to be a global education 
effort to reduce onti-Sunni and 
anti-Shiite passions. Iran could be 
asked to pay a higher price not 
only for its nuclear program, but 
for its mischief-making around 
the region. 

But, at this point, it’s not clear 
whether American and other 
outside interference would help 
squash hatreds or inflame them. 
The legendary diplomat Ryan 
Crocker argues in a recent essay 
in YaleGlobal that major outside 
interventions might only make 
things worse. 

“The hard truth is that the fires in 
Syria will blaze for some time to 
come. Like a major forest fire, the 
most we can do is hope to con¬ 
tain it.’’ 

Poison gas in Syria is horrendous, 
but the real inferno is regional. 
When you look at oil the policy 
options for dealing with the Syria 
situation, they ore oil terrible or 
too late. The job now is to try to 
wall off the situation to prevent 
something just os bod but much 
more sprawling.□ 



GAIL COLLINS 
© 2013 New York Times 

We ore always refighting old 
battles. But I honestly did not ex¬ 
pect to be spending any time in 
2013 arguing about whether Billie 
Jeon King beat Bobby Riggs. 
Next month we’ll celebrate the 
40th anniversary of King’s victory 
in “The Battle of the Sexes,’’ the 
tennis match that demonstrated 
to on astonished world that the 
best woman tennis player in the 
country could, at 29, beat o 
55-year-old guy who used to be 
good at the gome. 

I know. You hod to be there. 

But if you were, it was quite o 
moment. Then this week, ESPN 
released o much-promoted re¬ 
port suggesting the whole thing 
was o fraud. The new evidence 
is o 79-year-old man who claims 
to hove listened while o couple 
of mob bosses met at o Tompo 
country club and discussed 
Riggs’ promise to throw the 
match. 

The alleged witness. Hoi Show, 
told ESPN that on a winter night 
about 40 years ago, he was 
working behind the pro shop at 
Polmo Ceio Country Club when 
Santo Trofficonte Jr., the mob 
boss of Florida, and Carlos Mar¬ 
cello, the mob boss of New Or¬ 
leans, walked in with Trofficon- 
te’s lawyer, Frank Rogono. 

Show claimed that while he lis¬ 
tened from o concealed perch, 
Ragono described everything 


that the middle-aged tennis hus¬ 
tler Bobby Riggs was going to do 
over the next nine months: Ploy 
the world’s top-ranked woman, 
Margaret Court. Defeat Court, 
thus luring Billie Jeon King into o 
match to defend the honor of 
female tennis players. Hype the 
event to the rafters, attracting 
enormous international attention. 
Then lose the match, after which 
the Mafia would forgive Riggs for 
$100,000 in gambling debts. 

And then they went away. 

Now strange things happen in 
sports. Some day when you ore 
79, you may suddenly remember 
that you were cleaning a saddle 
at o major U.S. racetrack in 1973, 
when a group of well-dressed 
horses walked in and began 
discussing o long-range plan 
to throw the Kentucky Derby, 
Preokness and Belmont Stakes so 
Secretariat could win the Triple 
Crown. 

If this were any other sports vic¬ 
tory, we could just shrug and 
move on. But the Billie Jeon 
King-Bobby Riggs match was o 
central story in the history of the 
American women’s movement. 
The great hurdle women were 
trying to overcome in the 1970s 
was ridicule, and Riggs, who hod 
built himself o new career os o 
self-styled chauvinist pig, was oil 
about the sneer. 

When he said that “o woman’s 
place is in the bedroom and the 
kitchen, in that order,’’ you did 
not see o frightened man de¬ 
fending his threatened preroga¬ 
tives. You sow a guy laughing at 
the whole business of girls trying 
to pretend to be good at sports. 
Or business. Or the military. Or 
whatever. 

When King entered the stadium 
on a litter, carried by several 
underdressed young men and 
waving to the crowd, she was 
announcing that she understood 
exactly what this particular gome 
was oil about and that she wasn’t 
cowed by Riggs’ posturing and 
clowning. She won before she 
started. And then she actually 
won. 

It was o message for any woman 
who hod ever worried about be¬ 
ing laughed at if she stepped out 


of line. So o claim that this story 
was actually just on elaborate 
scenario, played out to pay off 
one of Bobby Riggs’ gambling 
debts, is not something you wont 
to ignore. 

Nobody featured in this incred¬ 
ible tale is still alive except Shaw, 
the assistant golf pro who soys 
he overheard everything. While 
it’s possible that Shaw kept it to 
himself for 40 years because he’s 
just not a chatty guy, one of the 
other lead players was talkative 
in the extreme. Frank Ragono, 
who allegedly orchestrated the 
gathering, eventually produced 
o memoir, “Mob Lawyer,’’ which 
he wrote with Selwyn Raob. There 
is nothing in it about tennis. 
“Ragono would hove mentioned 
it to me,’’ said Nicholas Pileggi, o 
longtime friend of Rogono’s who 
wrote the book’s foreword. “He 
wanted to do the book, and he 
kept telling me: ‘This could go in 
the book. That could go in the 
book.’ Anything that was going 
to help promote the book.’’ 
Pileggi, one of the world’s great 
experts on all things Mafia, was 
offended at the idea that any¬ 
one could imagine top mob 
bosses trotting into o country club 
and hashing out a long-running 
plot to fix a tennis match in the 
pro shop. 

“The notion of Santo Trofficonte 
and Carlos Marcello appearing 
together in a public locker room 
is so outrageous,’’ he sniffed. 
“These guys do not meet.’’ 

In “Mob Lawyer,’’ Ragono has 
oil kinds of stories about corrup¬ 
tion and advanced criminality. 
He claimed that in 1963 he took 
o message from Jimmy Hoffo to 
Trofficonte and Marcello, asking 
that President John Kennedy be 
killed and that after the assassi¬ 
nation he and Trofficonte drank 
o toast. 

We don’t need to go down the 
Kennedy conspiracy path here. 
All I’m saying is that anybody 
who was willing to publicize his 
connection to the murder of o 
president of the United States 
would not hove been shy about 
bringing up Billie Jeon King and 
Bobby Riggs. 

Cose closed. □ 
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Jets’ Future Seems Haunted By Their Checkered Past 


BEN SHPIGEL 
© 2013 New York Times 

This is how the Jets wanted 
Geno Smith to win their 
quarterback competition: 
by shining ali summer long, 
by dominating during the 
preseason, by proving be¬ 
yond a reasonable doubt 
that he was the team’s 
best option tor Week 1. 
They wanted him to earn it. 
This is how Smith, it appears, 
will win their quarterback 
competition: by detault. 
Smith soared, and then he 
dipped, hurt his ankle and 
threw three interceptions 
against the Giants. Mark 
Sanchez hurt his shoulder, 
while Smith is still upright. 
The four-month battle had 
to end like this, without a 
real resolution. The Smith 
era had to begin like this, 
with an air of anticlimax. It 
is, after all, the Jets. Despite 
a regime change, they are 
still confronting underlying 
issues, issues illuminated by 
this quarterback saga. 
There is the unfulfilled prom¬ 
ise of Sanchez, whose guar¬ 
anteed $8.25 million salary 
for 2013 - settled as part 
of the contract extension 
brokered between 26-turn- 
over seasons - served as a 
thoughtful welcome gift to 
the new front office. And 
there are the expectations 
for Smith, whose ascent 
would validate general 
manager John Idzik's deci¬ 
sion to draft him. 

There is the decision-mak¬ 
ing of Rex Ryan, whose 
questionable call to play 
Sanchez behind the 
backup offensive line late 
against the Giants was fol¬ 
lowed by a shoulder injury 
to Sanchez. 

There is also Idzik’s input in 
the selection of the starting 
quarterback, which has 
cast into question Ryan’s 
voice when it comes to on¬ 
field matters. 

It has been a swift decline 
for the Jets, who have lost 
13 of their last 19 games. 
With hardly an intermedi¬ 
ate phase, they went from 
being an AFC force into a 
team in rebuilding mode, 
a transitional stage that 
could last beyond this sea¬ 
son. “They could compete 
with anybody, but now 
they’re not quite at that 
point,” said Charley Cas- 


serly, an NFL Network ana¬ 
lyst and a former personnel 
executive for the Flouston 
Texans and the Washing¬ 
ton Redskins. “To say this 
team can beat the Patri¬ 
ots and be in first place or 
contend for a playoff spot 
is unrealistic. But if you sit 
there and think that this 
could be the beginning of 
a new run for them, then 
that’s a possibility.” The 
Jets’ future is haunted by 
their past. Not unlike the 
Mets of five years ago, the 
Jets seemed to focus on 
solving the previous year’s 


problems without correct¬ 
ly forecasting those that 
would bedevil them next. 
Chief among them: trad¬ 
ing for Tim Tebow, trusting 
Aaron Maybin (and Shonn 
Greene and Wayne Flunter 
and Bart Scott) and hiring 
Tony Sparano as offensive 
coordinator. The effects 
of a major miscalculation 
- presuming that Sanchez 
was ready to take over the 
offense, while simultane¬ 
ously divesting the offense 
of talent around him - still 
reverberate. “Mark San¬ 
chez was a viable part of 
what we did, but only a 
part,” former special-teams 
coach Mike Westhoff said. 
“And then all of a sudden. 


it was Mark’s team to win 
or lose. It’s just not going to 
happen. We weren’t there. 
It was too much pressure 
on him.” 

There is no quick fix, not at 
quarterback, not in most 
areas. For every perceived 
solution, a potential prob¬ 
lem awaits. 

Idzik has formulated a 
long-term plan to rejuve¬ 
nate the franchise, but at 
present he still has Ryan, 
who wants to win in 2013 
to improve his chances of 
coaching the Jets in 2014. 
Ryan is a tremendous de¬ 


fensive tactician and a 
superb motivator, but in 
each of the last two offsea¬ 
sons he admitted that his 
offensive philosophy had 
failed. The new coordina¬ 
tor, Marty Mornhinweg, is 
creative, adept at devel¬ 
oping quarterbacks and a 
proven play-caller, but he 
is surrounded by unproven 
and inexperienced players 
at every position. 

If Sparano could build a 
cinder block wall, Morn¬ 
hinweg is capable of de¬ 
signing that dream home 
on the water. He just might 
not have the hammer and 
nails to do so yet. To com¬ 
pensate, Mornhinweg is 
likely to take advantage 


of Smith’s speed, which, 
he said, makes the rookie 
“quite a little bit more dy¬ 
namic” than Sanchez, 
while mixing in deception 
and cunning: read-option 
tendencies, some Wild¬ 
cat with running back Bilal 
Powell and perhaps even 
the Pistol formation, which 
the Jets used a few times 
against the Giants. 

In the preseason Morn¬ 
hinweg has revealed an 
aptitude for designing 
concepts that create fa¬ 
vorable matchups for re¬ 
ceivers, especially in the 


middle of the field, where 
Jeremy Kerley, Jeff Cum¬ 
berland and (a healthy, 
productive) Santonio Hol¬ 
mes would seem to benefit 
most. “On offense, fhey’re 
a bitlimifed,” Wesfhoffsaid, 
“so if fhey’re going fo win, 
fhey have fo be a domi- 
nafing feam on defense. 
And I don’f mean jusf in a 
couple stafistics. I mean 
everywhere.” Dominafing - 
unlikely - but the Jets have 
a far beffer chance of do¬ 
ing so on defense fhan 
on offense. Already, Ryan 
has boasfed that the Jets’ 
defense will rank among 
fhe five best in the NFL. He 
seized control of it early 
in the offseason, when he 


abandoned his failed plan 
to get more involved on 
offense. Ryan leads meet¬ 
ings and has reclaimed 
play-calling duties, much 
as he did in 2009, his first 
year in charge. It would 
be a damning indictment 
of him, fhen, if fhe defense 
struggled. And it would 
not be because of a lack 
of talent. He is a master 
of disguising pressure and 
mixing up fronts, and he 
has much to work with: The 
defensive line, anchored 
by firsf-round picks Sheldon 
Richardson and Muham¬ 


mad Wilkerson, a budding 
Pro Bowler, could be one 
of the best in the AFC, and 
linebacker Demario Davis 
should prove an asset in 
pass coverage. They face 
upheaval in the secondary, 
starting two new safeties 
for the third consecutive 
season and a rookie. Dee 
Milliner, at cornerback op¬ 
posite Antonio Cromartie 
after trading Darrelle Revis 
to Tampa Bay. 

In one week the Jets will 
see Revis, in their season 
opener. Some issues, like 
their 53-man roster, will be 
sorted out by then. Oth¬ 
ers will loom, for another 
week, maybe two, maybe 
16, without resolution. □ 



New York Jets coach Rex Ryan on the sidelines during an NFL pre-season game against the Philadelphia Eagles at MetLife 
Stadium in East Rutherford, N.J., Aug. 29, 2013. It appears that Geno Smith has won the Jets’ quarterback competition by default 
after Mark Sanchez sustained a shoulder injury. (Tim Clayton/The New York Times) 














